12 February ]087

‘We cannot
believe that
you would
make us
foreigners
in the land

of our
birth’

Text by Marj Brown

e children vl e fockod futa

srrer ployivent ..

Woe Bee frved and farmed at Brakloapre since 1906,

Photographs by Gill de Vlieg

he Bahurutse ba ga Sebogodi

of Braklaagte have lived on
their land since before 1907, when
they procured their title deed. Brak-
laagte is an established Tswana
village. nestling in the hills of the
Marico in the western Transvaal. It
has a population of approximately
9 000 people.

There is a great history of
resistunce amongst these people.
| hey first fought removal in 1938
when a headman and 40 families
were removed from a neighbouring
farm. The village was saved by the
outhreak of the Second World
War.

In 1958 their chiel was
imprisoned, in Pretoria. to try to
break his resistance to removal. The
chief was imprisoned again, with

his wife and a headman. lor

reststing the introduction of passes
for women. No strategy succeeded

in breaking the ficree resolve of

these people 10 keep their land and
their South African righis,

Then, when the people had come
tor Teel that the threat ol remonsal
was over, the South Alrcan pos -
crnment devised a new plan

lorced incorporation o lock
them o the homelands. Without
consulting the people, the South
Alrican and Bophuthatswana gov-
ernments decided e redraw  the
houndaries of the homeland states
and 1o include the Bahurutse ba ga
Sehogodi in Bophutharswiima,

This will mean that osernight the
people of Braklaagte will be robbed
ol their chances ol Sauh Alrican
citizenship and they will be treated
ds aliens in South Afnica.

Last year the Bophuthatswana
government sent a ‘replacement
chiel” 10 Braklaagte inan attempt Lo
depose John Sebogodi. who has
ruled his people since 1949, Should
the Bophuthatswana government
succeed in this, the new chief will no
doubt agree to incorporation. Thus
forced removals. in the guise of
loreed incorporation, continue. [

1 (9EG phe Babnrutse Ga pa Sedopods
addreried a4 letler o the  vlate
president mowhich they explaraed
therr porition and avkod to be feft as
they are, The letter iv reproduced
bere and the heading and capiiony
are extracted from it (1d.
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We twere very whad that we would be secrre b onr conntry ar a veswll. O
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Baburutse Be ga Sebogodl
F.O., Bon 570
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President P,.W, Botha
Union Building

Dgar Freslidedt Cotha,

We Bre writing to you because we are deeply concerned abowt the
hews that we &FE Lo be incorporated inte Bophuthatswana. W

cannor believe that you would make us foreigners in the land of our
birth, without speaking ta us Flrst. We Feel sure that If you
knes gur feelings abgut the matter you would stop this terribie
gveént that jg Fure e endanger our surviwval,

We have 1|ved and Farmed at Erahlaag:u slnge Igﬂﬁ. We have developed
our land, built schools, wlindmills and widsh to remain on Iz, We

gnd oaur children consider ourselves part of Sowth AfFrlca, and our
antire villade has applied for ousr Souith AFricam citizenshlp io

be restored t9 WS, &8 you promised. We were very glad that we

would be securfe |/ our couwntry a5 & result.

Brt now thils |ﬂ£ﬁrpuratinn will destroy everylhlng. Gur chlldren
will be locked Into ungeployeent In the homeland of Bophuthatswana,
We will b= puﬁ|5hﬂd by President Hangope for reslstind ImearpordLion
and applying for South African EITI:enihlp_ becausm he re|ects

dual gltizenship. He has already tried to depose our chief who has
rufed uvs since 1908, The peace |o our village will be totally
destroyed.

AL & time of wRrest &n our country, we feel fr is eriminal for the
qovernmeant g Creéeale morg pfﬂbl!l'll!-. 54 wi have never had any
quarre| with it, encept when it has triad to cake owur land, which
Wi purchasedi®gally,

Please reconsider this terrible situation, We know you have
it In your power 0o leave ws alone and Chatl we can LAy in
peace in %ocuth Africa.

Yours sincerell
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W wmed wur clulidven convider
el vey part ool Septly Afveca




