This general observation throws seome light on
the political issues which have been developing re-
cently in South Afriea. Three points should first
be established,

Firstly, Black education reflects the general point
only obliquely and in a somewhat crooked Tashion,
The Bantu Education system explicitly did mnot
promise upward social mobility — at least not
in the urban aveas, It was for this reason long
resisted by Black parents. Yet they eventually
acquiesced in the system because (presumably)
of the caleulation that an inferior education was
preferable to no education. This ealeulation ox-
tended presumably also to the use made of sep-
arate Black universities which were in part de-
signed to form the administrative and technie-
al infrastrocture for the homelands’ governments,

secondly, this acquiescence — or relative ac-
quiescence — there were many scufflez in the
Black schools and universities hefore 1976 —
reflected a real improvement in the job opportun-
ities of Blacks with some education, The develop-
ment of private financing of schools, as through
The Star’s Teach scheme, is evidenee of the de-
mand for schooling by Blacks and the feeling
even among conservative Whites that this de-
mand should be met,

The shift in the economic elimate yedounded
powerfully on this situation. Heve it should he
stressed that conditions in rural areas ave very
gignificant. One of the conditions for relative
stability in urban areas lay in the stratification
of opportunities between urban-dwellers and rural
Blacks, (Parenthetically it should be added that

the term stability simply means that the level of
force required to maintain control does not cs-
calate sharply.) That is to say, it could be ex-
pected that the possibility of stability rested in
part on there being relatively low pressure on
jobs in urban arcas, and that these should be-
come available to people with fairly high edu-
cational qualifications in preference to rural
people (eduecational opportunities are inferior in
most rural areas.)

One of the most important symptoms of the
reneral economic erisis during the last two vears
has been massive decline of work opportunities
in rural areas as well as unemployment in indus-
trial areas.

While it is possible that government and indus-
trial concerns can ensure some measure of strati-
fication, through influx controls and other meth-
ads, the likelihood is that one way or another the
mutual eoncatenation of rural and urban unem-
plovment is likely to have an impaect on a wide
range of issues — on wage levels for instance.
These offects are difficult to caleulate without a
hetter command of the relevant material,

They are in any case merely illustrative of the
trauma which is precipitated in a society which
has developed and centralised its industrial cap-
acity without developing equivalent political ma-
chinery for resolving directly the endemic con-
fliets between the major classes brought into ex-
istence, The method of smothering such conflicts
by combining Draconian repression with the mani-
pulation of elites which cannot be disposed of is
not likely to work much longer,

THE Black Sash mourns the death of MR ROBERT SINCLAIR. This was a man in a mil-
lion — warm, friendly, charming, with twinkling eyes, a delightful sense of humour, and
a deep and abiding strength and integrity, He enjoved the well-merited love and respect

of cveryone who was privileged to know him.

His role in the Black Sash was a vital one, though he often jokingly suggested that
we did not recognise it. We did! Without his constant and unfailing support it is un-
likely that his wife, Jean, our National President for 14 years, could have functioned as
cffectively as she did and I think that he knew that, and knew that she and we knew it
oo, Certainly he must have knewn that we all loved him.

We shall miss his smiling presence at all our functions. We shall misas him pgreatly.
We extend our deepest svmpathy to our dear Jean, to his daughter, Sheena Duncan — our
Natiomal President — and to all the members of his family,

Joyce Harris
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