Still contrasting South Africa and Europe
to the latter’s disadvantage. he went on to
sav

“Minorities are trampled down. Dissi-
dent views are not tolerated and are force-
fully suppressed . . . intellectual freedom

i« disappearing with political freedom, free-

dom of conscience, of speech and of the

Press, and that of teaching, is in extreme

danger . ., . "

He closed hiz address with an ohservation
and twe questiong

“The hght for human freedom is the
supreme issue of the fulure . . . Are we
zoing to leave the field free ta those wha
threalten our fundamental hwman ideals
and our heritage of the past? Or are we
going to join in battle for the hreaking of
our bond: and the enlargement of our
range of free clioice and free action?”

Mr. Chairman. Ladies and Gentleman:
«ome  gtudents and staff member: at UCT
have answered these two questions, So must
we,

STINKWATER

A JOURNALIST

THE CASE OF sTINKWATER AND KLIP-

AT, those appropriately named shanty
towns north of Pretoria, where more than
A0 African [amilies were dumped m the heart
of the coldest winter, shows onee again the
eald. inhuman attitude of the Government to-
wards the African people.

For whatever reason they were uprooted.
wihether valid or not. the fael that they were
foreed to shiver in tents and lean-to shacks
during the weeks of sub-zero lemperatures was
deplorable,

The Raatu Adwinistration  Department
claims that the families are happier in the
“closer settlement area=". Closer o what?
One may well ask. Certainly not closer 1o
ilie homes they loved and lived in for up
to ferty year=. and in 2ome cases lonser,

Stinkwater was quite rightly branded as the
“Limehill of the Transvaal™, as living condi-
tions in the dense bushveld are shocking. The
(.4.42. made no effort to improve them —
until press publicity on the affair had eaused
such  acule embarrassment that they were
forced o sink =everal horeholes,  (hherwise
thes maintained comtempipons deparimentad
=tlence.

Again the department had thought they
could pet away with uprooting the families
without a word being said to the Press. Again
they were wrong, When first mention was
made of the removals. officials flew into a
flurvy.  Pressman were refused entry and no
special permits were allowed. Then. when this
wos shown up. to their great embarressment.
the authorities laid on a visit to the “show-
pIECEe aress .
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I spoke 10 families in the Stinkwater area.
and almost without exception they said they
would have preferred to have stayed where
they were, near Eersterus. It was close to
their work, close to the raibway station, close
to thejr friends, and most of all close to their
hearts,

Officials of the B.A.D. elaimed that the
fawnilies were, withoul exception willing to
move from the “ahsslute squalor™, Proof of
this was an Alrican man who was Landed a
form giving him six dayvs to leave home.

He was told that if he was not off the land
within that time. his house would he bull-
dosed down with all his possessions inside.

What could the families dn? Whe could
they turn to {or protection”?  As one man
sabd s If T eomplained oo much. they would
have told me 1 was an illegal squatier. Thev
would Lave loreed me to go o a "homeland’
far From Pretaria, whers | Lave never been.”

The familics were taken (o Kiipgat and
Stinkwater in lorries. They were lell in the
veld with one tent per family, and told to
banld their own hovses. They were 10ld that
the tenls wonld be remuoved in thypee months,

Many said they could not afford 1o build
their houses.  Thes were foreed to pul to-
sether leans-to shacks from vusty eorrmgated
iron sheets, cardboard and scraps of wood,
Anything tn Leep the cold oul.

Bus fares

Chne man sajd he spent nearly B12 a month
on bus fares to and from work. nearly a third
af ftis monthly wage. Most of the men were
employed at Silverton. which is elose 1o
Eersterus. They now have to travel 35 to 40
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miles to work by bus and then train.

These men rise at 3 a.an, to cateh the early
bus. and return lfrom work al 9 pm. A
Coloured woman =aid that since their move
to !'thgul. she ||ﬂrdh ever =ces her hushand.

“He gets up too early in the morning. When
he gets liome he sleeps immediately., she
=aid.

Very generously the department said that if
the men found the travelling expenses Lon
high. “They will be at liberty to stay in a hos-
t[‘] cither in Atteridgey ille or Mamelodi™.
Home life and the nced for a father for the
children at home, was of no eoncern to the
department,

Amenities

Let us eonsider what amentties were avail-
able in the area when the families were moved.
No medical facilities in the area at all. The
nearest clinie 15 al Boekenhoutfontein, ahout
eight miles from Klipgat. and Ennhlderahh
further from Stinkwater.

No scheols exizt in the two areas, and the
parents and children alike agree that it is too
far to walk to Boekenlioutfontein, Shops —
there iz one general dealer who runs a roar-
ing business in the old section of Klipgat.
But, according to the residents. he charges
what he likes because of the lack of competi-
tion. There is no shop near Stinkwater.

The people say it is cheaper to shop in Pre-
toria, and rather pay for the bus fares, than to
shap al the store at Klipgat.

Problems arise there too. as the bus com-
panies exploit the sitwation by charging 5c
extra for each parcel carried on the bus. They
cannot win., No wonder they <shrug their
<houlders and =it in the sun disspiritedly.

Waorst of all are the lack of toilet facilities.
water and lighting. At Klipgat alone, more
than 2.000 people drew water from one hole —
the only water in the area. When il rained,
the run-off water rushed down the ﬁlnpf::-'- into
the water hole causing the area 1o be one large
mud hath,

For days after the storm the people were
without water. There is now a borehole. sunk
after the hew and cry. But the Africans still
prefer the fountain water and say the water
in the tanks has a peculiar taste.

The water situation at Stinkwater is equally
bad. Until recently the families were drawing
their drinking water from a river where cattle
drink. Little wonder some of the children
sulfer from chronie diarrheoa and other sick-
Nesses.
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The removal from Eersterus

Let us now consider the validity of the re-
maval from Fersterns.  Most of the families
owned the land they lived on, bul admitted!ly
there were several “squatters” — come Lo the
cities looking For work, chased off the [arms
whore they were born — in fact refugees in
their own country.

Where could they go? The B.A.D. had the

answer — to Stinkwater, obviously.

The homes at Eersterns were bought out
by a private concern. Quite rightly. the fami-
lics were paid out for the land. hut they too
had nowhere to go. They were refused per-
mis=ion [0 enter the townships. and all applica-
tinns to find housing was refused.

The business man who bought the land =zid
he felt terribly responsible for the welfare of
the Africans. He appealed to the non-Eurn-
pean Affairs Department of the Pretoria City
Couneil to find them homes in the township,
hut this ton was metl with contemptunus si-
lencs,

He began to put pressure on the City Coun-
cil to have the families moved off thc land,
as he had building schemes planned for the
area. The shortage of housing in the town-
chips. the council said, made it impossible to
find them homes.

The Fact of the matter is that the City
Council has not built a new house in the
tl}wnships for two and a hall Years, The
B.A.D. had issued their instructions that they
would be removing “illegal Africans” from
the townships and dumping them at Boeken-
houtfontein.

The eviction nolices were issued to the
families, the lorries moved in and loaded up
all their possessions. They were taken to the
hushveld. They were given a choiece — either
Stinkwater or Klipegat. Tents were issued.
one per family, and the instructions were given
to “huild vour own houses™.

The aim of the project was to clear the
slum area at Eerﬁterus, but the p]l_v:-iicﬂ| fact
is that a slum grew up out of the veld at Stink-
water. Olnly a few houses are lenced in by
hacked down thornhbushes, But, for the most
part. it is everyone's backyard.

in each other’s pockets.

People live

Life is raw and very primitive in the dense
thornbush., They are eut off from eivilisa-
tion, and in many cases the menfolk only re-
turn at weekends.
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Aid by the Churches

The churches hastened to aid soon after
the news broke out of the removals, Funds
were started, and blankets and warm clothing
collected. Donations came in from generous
people who felt compassion for the unfortun-
ate families. Even lorry loads of building
material were donated.

The B.A.D. stepped in, and refused to al-
low the churelimen into Lthe area to distribute
the donations. They announced that all the
donations could be sent to the department who
would themselves distribute the gifts.

Did they want to ease their troubled cons-
ciences by taking the credit from the Afri-
cans ? Or did they have something to hide
from the churchmen? Probably hoth.

As it turned out. the donations were deli-
vered by the churech — by their own methods.
One priest was arrested in the area and ques-
tioned by the Security Police, before being
]."I"_'Iﬂﬂ?'iﬂd.

The Dean of Pretoria, the Very Rev. Mark
Nye. said the spirit in which several people
ﬂmm[ed [‘lﬂlhlﬂ,“{ and Money was very ‘.'_l_['EIll[\f-
ing. He said one woman, not particularly
well dressed herself. had donated.-a winler coat
"hH\ II'IE I. IIlﬂ\-E twao. I .h.[lF]E' =0Mmeaneg "l"r'iI.I e1l-
jov this one’s warmth™,

Ethnic grouping

But. the removals from Eersterus is only
part of the storv. As if the misery caused
by the upheaval, the cold suffered during the
suh-zero temperatures, the return to a primi-
tive life and the isolation was not enough, it
i= now learned that hundreds of families living
in the Bantu Trust area surrounding Stink-
water and Klipgat. are to be removed to their
“respective homelands.™

The ethnie grouping bug has bitten the de-
partment. and the implementation of separ-
ating the tribal groups is starting. The fami-
lies belonging to non-Tswana tribes are heing
hounded out as “squatters and illegal resi-
dents™,

How, we mayv well ask. is the department
aoing to distinguish which are Tswanas and
which are not, when they have been inter-
marrving for several generations? The sys-
tein 1= far too l‘:nmplﬂx for the l:]f'pﬂrhuenl
tn handle, and they know it, But they insist
on ziving weak replies claiming that the tribes
themselves want to be separated.

Already the officials arz making house-to-
liouse visits to find uot what tribes the fami-
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lies belong to. Some tribes may have to move
to a *homeland™ beyond Pietersburg, although
they are employed in Pretoria.

As if to show that they are not completely
inhuman, the department announced that the
non-Tswana families moved to Stinkwater
from Eersterus will not be moved again —
“at this stage™,

Pretoria is not the only city affected by the
removals, Throughout the country Africans
are heing shunted around like pins in a map.
Nearly every dav hrings a fresh example of
some administrative affront to the Aflrican
people’s susceptibility.

Surely with the threat of terrorist infiltra-
tion, the Government should try to foster the
loyalties of the African people.

The removal of the families from the slum
areas may have been justified. but the method
is certainly not. And this may be the very
thing that is harmful to their loyalty to the
=outh African cause,

And yet. an official of the B.A.1}. can sav:
“We are all dedicated men. working for the
welfare of the Hantu people. We have never.
and u:'i]_l never. do anvthing to their detri-
ment’’.

Most South Africans would disagree with
him. The vast majorits would be the Afri-
cans themselves. They should know.

FLAG RAISING by Bob Connolly
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