
Johannesburg Advice Office 
Annual Report November 1966 to October 1967 

Total number of cases 557 
Total number of interviews 982 
Total number of cases successfully closed 18 
Total number of cases unsuccessfully closed 4 

ANALYSIS 
Permi ts 146 
Endorsements out 57 
Reference books 38 
Housing 8 
Miscellaneous 25 
Foreign Africans 6 
Sent elsewhere 8 

The number of cases coming to the Advice 
Office remains steady. The analysis of this year 's 
figures reflects t ha t the great majority of cases 
are concerned with permits, and comparatively 
few with endorsements out, but i t must be em­
phasised t h a t a number of cases classified as per* 
mits, reference books, foreign Africans and 
housing a re subsequently endorsed out. 

The number of cases successfully concluded is 
depressingly low and is inaccurate as a number 
of people do not r e tu rn to the office to report the 
outcome of their appeals. 

It has been obvious dur ing these last twelve 
months t ha t the regulations are being more rig­
idly enforced. One of the most distressing aspects 

of present day policy i s the endorsement out of 
teenagers, children of parents qualified to be in 
Johannesburg. If these parents send their child' 
ren away to the country to s tay with grand­
parents and /o r to go to school there , they a re 
deemed to have broken their domicile unless they 
can prove t ha t they were bona fide scholars in 
the country area . When the children re turn 
home to live, the parents find t ha t the children's 
names have been removed from the family hous­
ing permit. Their names can only be included 
again if the parents can produce the proof t ha t 
they were a t school in the country and t ha t they 
returned home for the school holidays. 

When the 16 year olds who have broken their 
domicile, apply for their reference books in Jo­
hannesburg they are refused the issue of a book 
and a re told t ha t they must apply in the country 
area where they were staying. (Many of them 
find when they do go back they a re not entitled 
to be in t ha t area either and their book will not 
be given to them,) If they a re given their books 
in the country area, they are entitled to come 
back to live at home until they a re 18 and they 
are then endorsed out of Johannesburg, Between 
the ages of 16 and 18 they cannot be registered in 
urban employment. 

Another directive pu t into force this year is 
tha t children living a t home cannot be accepted 
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at a local school until they have obtained a per­
mit from influx control proving that they are 
legal residents in the township. 

The embargo on the entry of women into Jo­
hannesburg still obtains and many women who 
cannot provide the proof of the period of their 
residence here, (since March 1959) are being en­
dorsed out. 

Old age pensioners suddenly find tha t their 
pensions have been withdrawn. Before they can 
get their pensions back they are told to leave 
Johannesburg and go back to the place where 
they were born. When they comply with this 
instruction some find that the authorities refuse 
permission for them to live there-

Wives are being endorsed out because they can­
not prove tha t they entered the area lawfully* 
Those who were born here but broke their domi­
cile when at school in the country, are in the 
same predicament as the teenage boys. They 
are lawfully here as long as they are the un­
married daughters of men qualified to be in the 
area, but when they get married it seems that 
the break when they were sent to school and to 
live in the country disqualifies them. 

Men who are in Johannesburg in terms of 
Section 10 (1) (d) can never rent a house. If 
they are married to women who qualify in .their 
own right to remain in the area they have to ap­
ply for a lodger's permit to reside in the house 
of another family. This is the only way they 
can live together. 

Foreign Africans, now including those born in 
Lesotho and Botswana, are being endorsed out in 
ever increasing numbers. Many of them have 
been here from infancy and do not consider 
themselves nationals of these two countries- As 
yet there is no diplomatic representative from 
either Botswana or Lesotho in the Republic, thus 
those people who did not take out their passports 
when they should have done so, have to go to 
Botswana or Lesotho to get one. Swazi's, too, 
are now foreigners in South Africa, but the Bri­
tish Government is still responsible for them. 

Some of the people whose parents were born 
in what were the Protectorates find that they are 
registered in their reference books as having been 
born there as well, when in fact they were born 
in the Republic. It is a complicated process to 
prove this fact and have the appropriate altera­
tion made in their books. Foreign women who 
are widowed or deserted have to return home 
when they lose their husbands. 

One is forced to conclude that the laws of the 
country are turning more and more of our citi­
zens into "displaced persons". With the need 
for an ever increasing number of workers in the 
urban areas and with the government insistence 
on migratory labour, no African can count on 
any sense of permanence in the place where he 
works, no stability for his family life and no 
security for his old age. 
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In conclusion I would like to thank Mrs. Kirk 
and M rs. Radale for their untiri ng work in 
assisting the voluntary workers in the office. I 
never cease to be astounded by their fantastic 
memories. They remember the names and the 
details of every case who comes for help. 

Mrs. Martin has relieved Mrs. Kirk for two 
months when Mrs. Kirk went overseas. She has 
been wonderful and we are most grateful to her. 

To all our voluntary workers I give my sincere 
thanks for continuing to give their time and 
energy to doing this heart rending and distress-
ing work. 


