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Punishment without trial and Government 

interference with the administration of justice 
is fast becoming all too traditional in this 
country. The banning orders imposed on the 
nineteen people who have been twice detain­
ed, twice charged, twice acquitted is the latest 
example, so blatant that it has caused a pub­
lic outcry. 

But arbitrary detention, banning, banish­
ment, house arrest, deportation, confiscation 
of passports have been tools which this Gov­
ernment has used drastically for many years 
to punish, re-punish, intimidate and silence. 
Legislation and Ministerial edict excludes the 
judiciary. 

The Courts are a fundamental bulwark of 
democracy and their independence should be 
inviolate. The Government has seriously un­
dermined this fundamental principle by treat­
ing the Courts as though they did not exist, 
not only ignoring their findings but actually 
countermanding them. There is no security 
for any single individual in a state which de­
nies people the right of safeguard by the 
Courts. 

It is time that the legal profession, indi­
vidually and through their associations, puh-
licly voiced their rejection of a system which 
denies the very principles upon which their 
profession is based. 
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