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gOUTH WEST AFRICA is one of the many problems which the African Revolution has 
brought to Dr. Verwoerd's Government. A German colony since the 1880's, it was 

mandated to South Africa by the League of Nations after 1918. Of the population of 600,000 
there are 66,000 Whites — half Afrikaners, one-third Germans — while the African tribes 
consist of the Ovambo, the Herero, the Namaqua Hottentots and the Berg Damara. Kara­
kul sheep, diamonds and some base minerals provide the country's very substantial in­
come. Economically, South West Africa could afford to be independent. 

Under the old League of Nations a mandatory invoked the jurisdiction of the International Court, 
country could administer, but not incorporate, the Firstly, the Court decided by a narrow majority 
mandated territory, and had to report on its ad- t h a t i l h a d Jurisdiction over the dispute. It then 

-T-u. .T i—j M.*J v„!f Mu.* »t» went on to consider whether U.N. was the heir 
ministration. The United Nations believe that the mandate should pass into the U.N. trusteeship, but 
this South Africa has refused to allow and no 
longer even reports on its administration of 
South West Africa. 

Liberia and Ethiopia, former League members. 

to the League of Nations and this decision is still 
being awaited. Should it go against South Africa, 
the United Nations will probably demand a can­
cellation of the mandate and the independence of 
South West Africa. What will happen then Is 
anybody's guess. 


