
THE GREATEST TYRANNY 
HAS THE SMALLEST BEGINNING 

The danger to individual liberty in an at­
mosphere where constitutional safeguards 
can be swept aside without protest is empha­
sized in a passage written over 100 years 
ago by John Jewkes. of the University of 
Manchester, for the "London Times". Here 
it is: 

"The greatest tyranny has the smallest 
beginning. From precedents overlooked, from 
remonstrances despised, from grievances 
treated with ridicule, from powerless men op­
pressed with impunity, and overbearing m.'n 
tolerated with complacence, springs the tyran­
nical usage which generations of wise and 
good men may hereafter perceive and lament 
and resist in vain. 

"At present, common minds no more see a 
crushing tyranny In trivial unfairness or a 
ludicrous indignity, than the eye uninformed 
by reason can discern the oak in the acorn, or 
the utter desolation of winter in the first 
autumnal fall. 

"Hence the necessity of denouncing with 
unwearied and even troublesome perserver-
ance a single act of oppression. Let it alone 
and it stands on record. The country has 
allowed it and when it is at last provoked to 
a late indignation it finds itself gagged with 
the record of its own HI compulsion . . . 

"No man Is free to do just as he pleases; ( 
his actions are limited by the rights of liberty 
for his fellow citizens; but when do the limi- | 
unions imposed on responsible citizens be­
come tyranny?" 

(From the "Bulawayo Chronicle") 


