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AL the end of February in September 1972, he shoulders of
this year  Ferdinand Marcos declared martial Enrv. the  widow of
Mdrcos, the dictator of law to "save the Benigno Agquino. She was
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A demonstration last year to protest at the acquittal of the alleged murderers of Benigne Aquino—the main

opposition leader. Now his widow is standing against Marcos in the election
In 1969, Marcos Was to al.lowW HMarcos to
"re-elected” president legitimise his fvrd
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support and crush . more and more inside radicals rradse
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PHILLIPIN

Lary AJuing 1. a very
rich landown=r and 13
surroundea by a "maria”

of ° UDCer clas=
intellectuas advizers.
Many —of them have peen
loval supporters of
Marcos and have a
vestend financial
interest in stability
in the FPhillipines.

These friends of Aguino
have been courted by
the U.S. which has over
2 billion dollars
invested -im the
Phillipines. Aauino has
dropped her commitment
to get rid of U.S.
military bases. and to
redistricute the land.

Doy Laurel, who 1s now
Prime MHMinister, was for
vears one of Marcos's
henchmen. He is also
the owner of some of
the biggest mines in

the nor th of the
country. One of
Aguino’'s closest
economic advisers,
Jamie ongpin is
president of one of the
Phillipines’ largest
mining corporations,the
Eanquet Corporation.
Lisutenant General

Fidel Ramos. a distant
cousin of Marcos and
the Acting Chief of
staff of the Filipino
armed forces, 1= now a
key figure in Aguing’s
government . He
complained two years
ago that he didn't have
enough power to crush
the "communist
insurgents”.

With leaders such as
these, we doubt whether
the Filipino peasants
and workers who
sacrificed so much to

get rid of Marcos will
have their aspirations
met. Yet the ordinary
Filipino people have
felt their power in the
factories and on the

streets. What is
hear tening for
csocialists the wor Ld
over is to see the

embryo of a workers’
power that can get rid
of not just Marcos, but

the Americans,
and ultimately. every
sinale orne of the
bosses and bureaucrals
who run and ruln our
lives.
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Anti-governmeni and US demo

- Marcos’s per-
sonal wealth
runs to bill-
ions of dollars. The
majority of the 43
million Filipinos
earn less than £2.50
a day—Iless than it
costs to feed them

The Americans
de-colonised the
conglomerate of
7,000 islands in
South East Asia in
1945,

Over half the
population live in

LESSONS

We have =een the
treachery of the
bourgecisie in the
Phillipines. In South

Africa, we also have
the liberal bourgeoisie
who are anti-apartheid.
But what they want to
replace apartheid -
capitalism with is a
reformed capitalism.
Exploitation will
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rural areas.

In the mid 1970s
the Army, the navy
and the air force
were doubled from
31,000t0 78,000 and
the, para-military
Philippines Con-
stabulary grew from
23,000 to 35,000.

In four years de-
fence spending
leapt from $92
million to $410
million and real
wages dropped 30
percent.

FOR UsS

continue. e
imperialists around the
world are also looking
at South Africa. They
also want reforms, but
reforms where the
capitalist system will
remain. We must not be
fooled. Oonly a
epcialist society will
bring in a society we
all desire.




