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a result of poor health or the banning orders imposed on Luthuli, but rather of his embarrassingly 
persistent espousal of non-violent methods that led to his marginalisation as a leader of the ANC 
in the early 1960s. An examination of Luthuli’s columns in the Golden City Post reveals that he 
argued against a turn to violence before and after the ANC’s decision to prepare for the armed 
struggle and MK’s launch. Luthuli’s continued public advocacy of only non-violent methods 
discomfited many of his contemporaries. Consequently, his ability to lead the liberation 
movement was compromised and diminished significantly from 1961 until his death six years 
later. Narratives by former MK operatives affirm Luthuli’s prescience regarding the strategic 
ineffectiveness of violence. Finally, the article demonstrates the inaccuracy of the self-justifying 
portrayals of Luthuli as a supporter of the armed struggle by both nationalist historians and 
politicians.
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the renewed academic debates on African political parties and takes the stand that 
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underpinnings of this strategic turn, and concludes with a discussion of the role of radio in the 
context of the camp mutinies in Angola. During this time, radio broadcasting underwent a 
significant transformation, beginning as a clandestine voice in the dark and ending as a significant 
means of public representation with a truly international reach. To illuminate this history, I will 
bring some of the literature on broadcasting in Africa into conversation with the voluminous 
writings on the South African exile community. 
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332. Graham, M., ‘Foreign Policy in Transition: The ANC's Search for a Foreign Policy 
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Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs, Volume 101, Issue 5, 2012, 405-423. 

 
At the beginning of the transition from apartheid to democracy, the African National Congress 
(ANC) was unprepared for foreign policy discussion, a lack of readiness magnified by the collapse 
of international Communism and the Cold War ideology. President De Klerk and the National 
Party controlled foreign policy in the early years of the transition and began the process of 
reintegration with the international community, The ANC initially struggled to adapt to the new 
international situation, whereas De Klerk was successful in wooing the international community. 
In the later stages of transition, the ANC developed a greater sense of direction and substance in 
foreign relations, although there were differences of opinion among and between the leadership 
and the rank and file. Already in 1994 there was evidence of tension between idealism and 
pragmatism. Post-apartheid foreign policy under Mandela was riddled with inconsistencies, 
which stemmed from the events of South Africa's transition.
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African Democracy Education Trust (eds.), The Road to Democracy in South Africa, Volume 
2, 1970-1980, Pretoria, UNISA Press, 2006. 

 
This chapter is divided into two sections. In the first section the focus is on the underground 
political work of individuals and small groups of people based inside South Africa. It begins by 
looking at the activities in the early 1970s of internal underground activists in ANC networks that 
were initiated during the second half of the 1960s, with a focus on the Johannesburg area. This is 
followed by case studies of individuals who became involved in underground activities by linking 
up with ANC activists based inside the country or those in exile. There is also a focus on the 
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activities of a few individuals who decided to take the initiative to become involved in 
underground political work without linking up with any of the liberation movements. In this 
section, a study is also made of one of the most significant underground networks, the Soweto-
based network led by John Nkadimeng, Joe Gqabi and others. In the second section of the 
chapter the focus is on the role of the ANC’s structures in exile in facilitating the development of 
an internal political underground. The section begins by looking at attempts by the External 
Mission to initiate the development of an ANC political underground inside South Africa by 
sending individuals and groups into the country in the period from 1970 to 1973. This is followed 
by an examination of the activities of the ANC from 1973 onwards in the countries bordering on 
South Africa, in order to develop an internal political underground. A study is also made of the 
role of propaganda activists, as well as that of ANC activists and groups in the establishment of 
new political organisations towards the end of the decade. 
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description of the main structures and individuals tasked with underground political work during 
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revolution and the use of armed struggle to stimulate political activity and popular mobilisation. 
By the end of this period, following the establishment of the United Democratic Front (UDF) in 
1983, this ideological and organisational foundation had been established, and the ANC, through 
numerous legal and semi-legal organisations, was able to draw millions of South Africans into the 
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struggle. This was accompanied, and followed, by an increasing shift in allegiance towards 
positions adopted by the ANC among organisations and the masses of people inside the country. 
The sections that follow deal with the same themes, that is, the strategy and tactics underlying 
underground political work during the particular historical period, the structures and individuals 
in the ANC political underground, and underground activities during the period. The chapter is an 
attempt to answer the following questions: What were the main objectives of the ANC’s 
underground political work inside the country? What structures and which individuals based 
inside the country and in exile were responsible for conducting underground political work? 
What was the relationship between clandestine underground political work and aboveground 
organisation and activity? To what extent, and in what manner, were the strategies of mass 
organisations inside the country linked to overall ANC strategy? Which key organisations and 
sectors of the population did the ANC underground target? What were the main strategies used 
by underground political activists? What was the size and nature of the internal underground 
network, and how were links maintained with the ANC Mission-in-Exile? What type of resources 
(material and other), if any, did the ANC give to aboveground organisations? What role did the 
armed struggle play in attracting support to the liberation struggle inside the country? 
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their armed struggle was freedom and democracy. One way of testing this assertion is to 
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the early 1960s evaded the ‘deep’ South where the state machinery became increasingly 
repressive. During the same period the Sharpeville massacre, the banning of organisations and 
the imprisonment and exiling of scores of people took place. Years of peaceful resistance were 
overtaken by events and this led to the consideration of new tactics such as underground 
activities and armed struggle, which appear to have divided the leadership of the liberation 
movement. The formation of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) as a separate organisation but politically 
under the ANC created a number of logistical problems for many activists. These tensions are 
conspicuous in the text. The leadership of the liberation movement shifted to Oliver Tambo and 
Yusuf Dadoo, who left South Africa in the early 1960s. They hoped to soon see a liberated 
country, but ended up living in exile for almost three decades. Exiles were scattered in different 
parts of Europe and rebuilding the liberation movement appears to have been very difficult 
because of the ‘disease of exile’. By the end of the decade, a number of MK cadres who left 
South Africa in the early 1960s for military training were keen to return home after having been 
confined to their bases. As the region was still in the hands of colonial forces hostile to the 
liberation movements, an alliance was created with the Zimbabwean People’s Union (ZAPU), 
with the intention to liberate first Zimbabwe and then South Africa. Their first action was the 
Wankie campaign which, whilst it did not achieve its objective, nevertheless allowed cadres from 
both groups to gain experience of military combat. Casualties were reported in the campaign and 
some of those who survived were arrested in Zimbabwe and Botswana. Debates that took place 
at the 1969 ANC Morogoro conference emerged from the failure of military incursions into South 
Africa and the challenges facing the rank and file in exile about the direction of the liberation 
struggle. The conference dealt with a number of issues and in particular the inclusion of 
revolutionaries from other racial groups into the ANC. It was also at this conference that MK 
cadres articulated their critique of the ANC leadership. This was represented in the "Chris" Hani 
Memorandum. The leadership also came under fire because of the frustrations of exile -- the 
previous conference held in exile had been in Lobatse in 1962 and it is clear that grievances had 
accumulated. The collapse of Portuguese rule in the colonies of Mozambique and Angola brought 
the liberation movement closer to South African borders. Exiles on their own found it difficult to 
penetrate South Africa until the internal atmosphere changed as a result of the 1970s Durban 
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workers’ strikes. This was the beginning of larger things to happen and by 1976 another major 
historical landmark happened when students from Soweto high schools resisted the imposition 
of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction. The state met peaceful demonstrations with brute force, 
killing hundreds of students. Although the ANC and the SACP were not directly involved in the 
Soweto uprisings, the angry militant youth, when they subsequently left South Africa, found 
these organisations better organised than the PAC, hence the flooding of MK ranks by the 
Soweto ‘generation’. In 1983, another political landmark took place with the formation of the 
United Democratic Front. This accelerated the changing balance of power in South Africa in 
favour of the liberation movement. The Front shared the same ideology with the ANC and used 
the same symbols such as flags, colours, songs, etc. Despite all these advances, Joe Slovo critically 
noted that MK had not fired a shot on South African soil since the sabotage campaign of 1961. 
The dynamics within Southern African states had some impact on the liberation struggle in South 
Africa. In 1984, the Mozambican government signed the Nkomati Accord with the South African 
government in which the two countries attempted to promote good ‘neighbourliness’. However, 
central to the accord was the fact that the South African government was using the 
Mozambicans to expel the ANC from the region. Even if the Mozambican government expected 
financial aid from South Africa, they were being used in South Africa’s destabilisation efforts. This 
strategy was resorted to because of the ‘changing balance of power’ in the region as compared 
to a decade earlier, in the sense that the liberation movement was not in a position to infiltrate 
the deep South. A second setback that confronted the liberation movement was the issue of 
morale in the camps, particularly in Angola, whereby the security department of the ANC used 
heavy-handed tactics in dealing with expressions of dissent. Grievances centred on food, 
democratic practices in the army, and involvement in operations against the apartheid-American 
sponsored rebel group UNITA in Angola. The latter was an issue because some cadres preferred 
to be fighting on home soil. Towards the end of the 1980s, the balance of power tilted in favour 
of the ‘road to power.’ The apartheid state was in deep crisis because of factors such as: (i) 
financial sanctions; (ii) international isolation; (iii) internal mass mobilisation; and (iv) intensified 
Umkhonto we Sizwe propaganda. All this led to the unbanning of the ANC, PAC, SACP and other 
groupings and the release of Rivonia trialists which culminated in the 1994 elections in which the 
world famous political prisoner, Nelson Mandela became the first Black president of a liberated 
South Africa. As these events were taking place in South Africa, international politics brought to 
bear its own dynamics. The Soviet Union, one of the key supporters of the liberation movement, 
was going through a crisis never seen in its own history. The collapse of the Soviet Union saw 
different voices expressed in that country towards the changes in South Africa. It appears that 
amongst the Soviets, there were those who were supporting the minority regime of Mr F.W de 
Klerk as well as the ANC and its allies. The failed plans for Nelson Mandela’s visit to the Soviet 
Union reveal changing dynamics between the ANC and the Soviet Union.
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This review led to changes in their understanding of the immediate strategic tasks before them. 
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alter the essence of this perspective. What the review did change was the ANC’s understanding 
of the means it should employ to build an organised revolutionary political base for itself inside 
South Africa. Whereas, since the early 1960s, the ANC had behaved as if armed activity was the 
major means to develop an organised political base [3], in 1979 the review concluded the main 
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While ex-combatant and disarmament, demobilization and reintegration issues have generated 
rich literatures, transitionary armed opposition movements – actors central to transitional justice 
processes – have been neglected. This article addresses part of this research gap, focusing on the 
agency of armed movements with respect to three key transitional justice themes: transition, law 
and truth processes in the law-based rechtsstaat. Drawing on examples from South Africa, 
Namibia, Israel/Palestine and the Basque country, the article offers a framework for analyzing 
this agency by exploring the political opportunity structures presented by truth processes, as well 
as their implications for the movements’ mobilizing structures and framing processes. This 
analytical framework is grounded in original Northern Ireland data drawn from interviews with 
former Irish Republican Army (IRA) activists, IRA public statements and Sinn Féin election 
manifestos. The data suggests that transitionary armed opposition movements see transitional 
justice as a site for continuing their political projects and potentially inflicting political damage to 
their opponents, as well as of attrition, given the victim–perpetrator character of such 
movements. The truths emerging from transitional processes may reflect the degrees of agency, 
entrepreneurship (including deliberate silences) and resources deployed by both state and 
nonstate actors. 
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Having completed their training in Military Combat Work (MCW) in the Eastern Bloc by the early 
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launching incursions to South Africa from their bases in Zambia and Tanzania. Independence for 
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Robben Island, the infamous apartheid prison near Cape Town. On his release, Sobukwe was 
banished to the town of Kimberley with very severe restrictions on his freedom. He died there 
nine years later in February 1978. This book is the story of this South African hero – the lonely 
prisoner on Robben Island. It is also the story of the friendship between Robert Sobukwe and 
Benjamin Pogrund whose joint experiences and debates chart the course of a tyrannous regime 
and the growth of black resistance. 
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The Black Consciousness poetry of James Matthews, internationally recognized Coloured writer 
from the Cape Flats, reflects the growing popularization amongst politicised Coloured people 
during the 1970s of the idea that racial distinctions in general, and Coloured identity in particular, 
had historically been used by the white supremacist establishment to divide and rule the black 
majority. This insight, by no means novel, provided the main thrust to the popular rejection of 
Coloured identity in the anti-apartheid movement of the 1980s. Coloured rejectionism had, 
however, originated within a small section of the Coloured intelligentsia, in particular amongst 
those active within the Non-European Unity Movement (NEUM) in the early 1960s and grew into 
a significant movement by the time it peaked at the end of the 1980s. Though confined to a 
politicised minority within the Coloured community itself, and observed mainly in public 
discourse or for pragmatic reasons,3 the disavowal of Coloured identity had by the early 1980s 
nevertheless become a politically correct orthodoxy within the anti-apartheid movement, 
especially in the Western Cape. In response to the overt racism of apartheid, the democratic 
movement embraced non-racism as a cornerstone of its philosophy and any recognition of 
Coloured identity was condemned as a concession to apartheid thinking. This tendency was, 
however, reversed during the four-year transition to democratic rule as radical changes to the 
political landscape in the first half of the 1990s once again made the espousal of Coloured 
identity acceptable in left-wing and “progressive” circles. 
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This article suggests that the South African Students’ Organisation (SASO) began its life 
committed to a policy of non-confrontational protest and that – until 1972 – its leaders sought to 
prioritise strategies of negotiation over strategies of public protest. This general policy was 
confirmed in SASO’s response to white student protests in 1968 and 1970, as well as in a series of 
discussion documents and General Council resolutions proposed in 1970 and 1971. This policy 
was, however, challenged by the events that took place at the University of the North following 
the expulsion of Onkgopotse Tiro in 1972. A wave of seemingly spontaneous student protest 
forced SASO’s leaders to reconsider their apparent suspicion of public, confrontational forms of 
protest and reluctantly to accept the necessity of committing the organisation to such protests. I 
argue that this reluctant embrace was the product of contingent circumstances and pressures 
from below, rather than the result of an ideological or theoretical shift on the part of SASO 
leadership. This in turn suggests an alternate approach to the history of SASO, an approach that 
focuses less on a process of ideological development and more on the contingent details of its 
institutional history. 
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This article examines the political nature of South Africa’s Black Consciousness movement 
through an account of the pro-Frelimo rallies organised in Durban and at the University of the 
North by the South African Students’ Organisation (SASO) and the Black People’s Convention 
(BPC) in September 1974. It places these rallies in the context of these organisations’ adoption of 
confrontational and public forms of protest after 1972. These represent a high-water mark in 
Black Consciousness organisation and provided the excuse for the state’s prosecution of the 
leaders of the movement. Despite this, these rallies have been understudied. This article 
therefore presents a new account of these protests. It shows how the leaders of SASO and the 
BPC progressively revised their ideas about public confrontation through the process of 
organising these rallies. After the Minister of Justice announced his intention to ban them, these 
leaders refused to back down. The rallies each took place as planned, and each provoked a 
response from local police forces – which, in turn, were clearly expecting the rallies and prepared 
for the task of dispersing them. This article suggest that the embrace of confrontational forms of 
protest by SASO and the BPC should be understood as representing a significant moment in the 
development of public forms of mass protest in South Africa. 
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This dissertation presents an actor-oriented theory of transtions from authoritarian rule and 
tests it on the case of the Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa between 1966 and 
1979. It begins by critiquing prevailing structuralist theories of regime change as reductionist, 
economistic, and elitist. It suggests an alternative based on collective actors and discourse, 
focused on three casual factors - oppositional social movements, changing state-society 
relations, and civil society institutions - which politicize collective identity and arouse mass 
mobilization, creating regime crises. 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjss20?open=38#vol_38
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjss20/38/1


80 
 

764. Denis, P., ‘Seminary Networks and Black Consciousness in South Africa in the 1970s’, 
South African Historical Journal, Volume 62, Issue 1, 2010, Special Issue: FEATURE: 
LIBERATION HISTORY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 162-182. 

 
The article argues that a significant number of priests and pastors trained in seminaries in the 
1970s were influenced by the Black Consciousness movement. The South African Student 
Association (SASO) had branches in at least three seminaries for blacks, the Federal Theological 
Seminary at Alice, the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Umphumulo and St Peter’s Seminary at 
Hammanskraal. Many students or former studens from these institutions were members of 
SASO. Some were involved in Black Community Projects (BCP) initiatives, particularly in the 
Eastern Cape, while a few assumed leadership positions in the Black Consciousness movement. 
No Christian institution played a more important role in the development of Black Consciousness 
than the black seminaries. For the people trained in these seminaries, the involvement in SASO, 
the BCP and the other components of the Black Consciousness movement had a lasting effect on 
their understanding of ministry or, if they left active church service, on the orientation of their 
professional life. While studying for the ministry, they discovered ways of integrating spiritual 
life, social action and political engagement that they had never imagined before. 
 

765. Dollie, N., ‘The National Forum’, in South African Research Service (ed), South African South 
Review 3, Ravan Press, Johannesburg, 1986. 

 
766. Fatton, R., Black Consciousness in South Africa: The Dialectics of Ideological Resistance in 

White Supremacy SUNY, Albany, 1986). 
 
767. Frankel, P., ‘The Dynamics of a Political Renaissance: the Soweto Students 

Representative Council’, Journal of Southern African Studies, 7, 3. 1980. 
 
768. Fredrickson, G.M., Black Liberation: A Comparative History of Black Ideologies in the 

United States and South Africa, New York, 1995. 
 
769. Fredrickson, G.M., Black Power in the United States and Black Consciousness in South 

Africa: Connections and Comparisons, in R. Greenstein (ed.), Comparative Perspectives on 
South Africa, London - New York 1998, 185-216. 

 
770. Gerhart, G.M., Black Power in South Africa: The evolution of an ideology, London, 

University of California Press, 1972. 
 
771. Gibson, N., ‘Black Consciousness 1977-1987; The Dialectics of Liberation in South Africa’, 

Africa Today, Vol. 35, No. 1, Black Consciousness in South Africa (1st Qtr., 1988), pp. 5-26. 
 

This essay seeks to assess BC’s development over the last ten years, with special reference to its 
relation to Marxism, since, as will be demonstrated, both Marxist slogans and some, dialogue 
with Marxist concepts have played an increasing role in the movement in this period. Black 
Consciousness was an important part of a new stage in the South African revolt in the 1970s. 
Emerging out of the very colleges the government had set up to control black students’ minds, 
BC’s founders recognized the importance of the mind of the oppressed. At its inaugural 
conference at Turfloop in 1969 they redefined the word ‘black’ to mean a new sense of unity and 
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liberation of the oppressed and dropped the term ‘Non-White,’ which they viewed as a negation 
of their being. Over the last ten years BC has been a recognizable force and has obviously 
influenced the present situation. Most radicals, leaders of trade unions and popular 
organizations, even if not adherents, have roots in BC and have a relationship to its concepts and 
prescriptions, because BC did raise questions and did present a new concept of liberation. 
However it will be argued that although BC was a new philosophic point of departure for the 
liberation movement, it’s philosophic development has remained in a very preliminary stage. ‘It 
remains to be seen" Lebamang Sebidi writes, "whether it was a shift at the level of principles 
(ideology) or merely strategy and tactics.” I will argue that the continual attempts to "broaden" 
BC by incorporating Marxism into its ideology have been a failure not because the concept is 
wrong but because it has taken on board very doctrinaire and narrow concepts of ‘scientific 
socialism’ that go by the name of Marxism. Much still could come from a discourse with Marx, 
especially Marx’s Humanism. 
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Part of a larger research project on the community development programmes of the Black 
Consciousness movement (1969–1977), this article focuses on the relationship between the 
Zanempilo Community Health Centre and the people of Zinyoka, the village where Zanempilo 
operated. The article begins with an overview of community work within the Black Consciousness 
movement and the formation of the Black Community Programmes (BCP) organisation. It then 
follows Steve Biko to King William’s Town, where he established a branch of the BCP. The article 
turns to Zinyoka as it explains why and when Zanempilo was built there and analyses its influence 
on the community. Drawing upon oral history interviews of Zinyoka residents and BCP 
employees, it argues that Black Consciousness action in the form of the clinic physically and 
economically improved Zinyoka, if only temporarily, and instilled a sense of human dignity in the 
residents. Situating this story in Zinyoka brings into relief the dynamics of Ciskei politics in the 
village in the 1970s and the role of the apartheid ‘system’, a landed, educated black class and the 
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church. It adds to our understanding of the Black Consciousness movement as it demonstrates 
that oral history and the history of grassroots movements is important to liberation movement 
historiography. 
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The Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa has been criticized by a number of academic 
and non‐academic commentators for failing to contribute substantially to the overall trajectory 
of political resistance in the post‐Sharpeville period, for constituting a reactionary ideology of 
cultural authenticity and racial particularity, and for simply repeating other forms of separatist 
ideology such as those of Black Power in the US, or Africanism in South Africa. My account 
challenges this dominant reading by drawing upon a theory of discourse, which has been 
articulated by writers such as Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Moujfe 
and Slavoj Zizek. In so doing, I examine three different discursive strategies by which the ideology 
of Black Consciousness was constituted and formed during the latter part of the 1960s and early 
1970s. These include: (i) the reversal of the White/Black hierarchy in apartheid South Africa; (ii) a 
complex mediation between the ideas and values of ‘universality’ and ‘particularity’; and (Hi) the 
Derridean logic of ‘ iterability’. 
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Black women’s oppression under apartheid was based on four interacting forces: race, class, 
gender and nationality. Although this rendered their status in both feminist and anti-apartheid 
policies unique, it was never addressed as such. The national liberation movement defined 
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women’s role in the struggle in male dominated terms and did not acknowledge ‘gender’ as a 
legitimate political issue until the 1980s. 

 

787. Maaba, B. and Mzamane, M., ‘The Black Consciousness Movement in Exile, 1980-1990’, 
in South African Democracy Education Trust (eds.), The Road to Democracy in South Africa, 
Volume 4, 1980-1990, Pretoria, UNISA Press, 2010. 

 
788. Macqueen, I.M., ‘Re-imagining South Africa: Black Consciousness, radical Christianity 

and the New Left, 1967 – 1977’, Doctoral thesis, University of Sussex, 2011. 
 

This thesis places Black Consciousness in comparative perspective with progressive politics in 
South Africa in the late 1960s and the 1970s. It argues that the dominant scholarly focus on Black 
Consciousness, which is passed over as a ‘stage’ in the Black struggle against white supremacy, 
insufficiently historicises the deeper roots, and the wider resonances and ideological 
contestations of the Black Consciousness movement. As they refined their political discourse, 
Black Consciousness activists negotiated their way through the progressive ideologies that 
flourished as part of the wider political and social ferment of the 1960s. Although Black 
Consciousness won over an influential minority of radical Christians, a more contested struggle 
took place with nascent feminism on university campuses and within the Movement; as well as 
with a New Left-inspired historical and political critique that gained influence among white 
activists. The thesis draws closer attention to the ways in which Black Consciousness challenged 
white activists in the late 1960s, who were primarily able, albeit it with pain and difficulty, to 
sympathetically interpret and finally endorse Black Consciousness. The thesis challenges the idea 
that Black Consciousness achieved a complete ‘break’ with white liberals, and argues that black 
and white activists maintained a dialogue after the black students’ breakaway from the National 
Union of South African Students in 1968. The thesis looks in turn at: the role played by the 
ecumenical movement in South Africa in the 1960s and 1970s; student and religious radicalism in 
the 1960s; second wave feminism and its challenge to Black Consciousness; the development of 
Black Theology, and the relationship between Black Consciousness activists and the ecumenical 
Christian Institute; it closes with a study of the interplay between intellectuals Steve Biko and 
Richard Turner in Durban, and the significance of white students’ and Black Consciousness 
activists’ interaction in that city in the 1970s. 
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This article examines a progressive moment under apartheid referred to retrospectively as ‘the 
Durban moment’ by activists. By exploring the friendship of assassinated activists Stephen Bantu 
Biko and Richard Turner, the paper calls for a nuanced assessment of the rich context of the 
emergence of Black Consciousness under apartheid, and shows how the rigid racial and ethnic 
categories imposed by the state could be challenged by creative and resourceful intellectuals. 
The paper draws on interviews, writings produced at the time, court transcripts and the 
secondary literature to argue that Black Consciousness was intimately linked on many levels to 
this progressive ‘moment’ in South Africa under apartheid, which has resonances for activists still 
today. 
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This paper examines the relationship between white liberal students and black students in the 
Black Consciousness-aligned South African Students’ Organisation (SASO). It explores the often 
fraught personal relationships between young leaders, but also points out their commonalities: a 
search for ideas, resonances they felt with international struggles for justice, and the unique and 
distinctive history that characterised South Africa at this period. In South Africa in the early 1970s 
activists elaborated the radical ideas of the 1960s and as international movements for social 
justice lost their momentum in other countries, opposition to state power resurfaced in South 
Africa. The paper points to the personal transformations in white student leaders as they sought 
to accommodate the Black Consciousness challenge and respond in constructive ways. It also 
points to the regional histories of radicalism, focusing first on the Cape, secondly the Northern 
Transvaal and finally Durban. 
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This article examines ecumenical endeavour and student politics in South Africa in the 1960s and 
early 1970s to bring into fresh perspective sources of antiapartheid activism. The article explores 
Christian ecumenical developments in the twentieth century and specifically the crisis point 
reached in 1960 after the Sharpeville massacre. It turns to discuss the formation of two key black 
student leaders, Steve Biko and Barney Pityana, in the Eastern Cape and discusses their creation 
of the black-led South African Students’ Organisation (SASO) in 1968. I explore a fraught but 
productive relationship between the growth of Black Consciousness and a developing 
commitment to social justice by student Christian organisations. A political culture of dialogue 
enabled the message of Black Consciousness to be quickly communicated to a broad cross 
section of progressive political actors in the early 1970s. A prime legacy of the ecumenical 
endeavour of the 1960s was its emphasis on unity and muting of strict orthodoxy, an approach 
that facilitated such cooperation. I argue that the theological radicalism of the ecumenical 
movement provided a reference point from which to understand and come to terms with the 
challenge of the emergent Black Consciousness movement. 
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The political and cultural ideology of Black Consciousness (BC) in South Africa has attracted much 
study and its role in the undermining of Apartheid continues to evoke debate. It began under 
apartheid in the late 1960s as a radical assertion of African cultural pride and autonomy, 
consciously extending its definition of ‘black’ to all oppressed groups within the country. Its 
adherents, following leader Steve Biko, emphasised that the most important weapon in the 
hands of the oppressor were “the minds of the oppressed”. A gendered analysis of the history of 
the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) raises the problematic of its exclusivist masculine 
articulations of autonomy, evident in its slogans, for example ‘Black man, you are on your own’. 
Whereas some argued that the BCM had a significantly positive impact on black women in South 
Africa, the articulation of BC remained rooted in an assertion of black ‘manhood rights’. 
Feminism as it was gaining force in the United States was seen as irrelevant to the needs of 
blacks in South Africa. That BC did not extend its undermining of the normative political force of 
white culture, to a reassessment of gender and traditional values, leads to a questioning of the 
historical limitations of its revolutionary humanism. This study examines these themes and 
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attempts to offer ways in which a gendered analysis contributes to the continued historical 
revaluation of BC and its legacy in South Africa.
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More than three decades after the death of Steve Biko and the banning of Black Consciousness 
organisations, the movement’s ideology, politics and political philosophy are subject to heated 
debate. Nowhere is this more evident than in the areas of gender and women’s participation, 
subjects about which the Black Consciousness archival record is reticent. This article argues that 
since Black Consciousness was a political philosophy concerned, above all, with the politics of 
self-identification, its era offers valuable insights into gender’s fraught role in South African and 
African social movements. It traces a politics of gendered identification from the late 1960s – 
when multi-racial activists associated with both the South African Students’ Organisation and 
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Non-violent mass-based protest and resistance by liberation groups have a long history in the 
South African context. Prior to the 1980s, they had achieved only minor and isolated successes. 
The formation of the United Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983 and its successful mass protest 
action against the state to 1990, changed the equation, however. The UDF’s origin could 
indirectly be traced back to attempts from the 1950s to launch mass-based protest and 
resistance against the apartheid state. Calls for the formation of a united front against the South 
African State were made by various persons and organisations since the 1950s, but it was only by 
the 1980s that circumstances allowed the formation of a united front. Demographic realities, 
urbanisation, the legalisation of black trade unions, an educated leadership, the growth of a 
grassroots-based civil society among blacks, all contributed to make the formation of the UDF a 
reality. Protest against the government’s tricameral system, initially provided the direct stimulus 
for the formation of the UDF during 1983 to 1984. By the end of 1984, the UDF had built up a 
wide support base to directly threaten the government’s position. The result was several states 
of emergency through which the state endeavoured to crush the UDF-led opposition. The UDF’s 
unique structure, which consisted of affiliates from all sectors of civil society, including black 
trade unions as an alliance partner, managed to survive the state’s repressive measures, 
continued to pressurise the state so that by 1989, under a new head-of-state, the National Party 
"capitulated" and opened the door to real elections for a democratic South Africa. The UDF’s 
strategies were aimed to mobilise the masses and through its mass-based action, bring maximum 
pressure to bear on the government. This strategic approach was executed by employing various 
tactics, which related to the classic methods of mass-based non-violent action. In the end, the 
state’s security apparatus proved unable to cope with the UDF’s relentless actions, offset by its 
inability to act effectively against the UDF as an entity, mainly because of its amorphous 
structure. Although other factors, such as economic recession, foreign sanctions, the ANC 
campaign to isolate South Africa, among other played a role, the UDF provided the crucial 
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