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investigate the alliance’s practice of internal democracy during the years of exile. To this end, this
article looks at the situation in MK’s camps in Angola, the two armed uprisings in 1984, and
Quatro punishment camp. Two paradigms for explaining the situation is analysed - the ANC
saying that it was a result of the apartheid government’s spying; and the dissidents stating that
they simply wanted a democratic culture of accountability. The final conclusion is that while the
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1974, ‘Hard times’; part two, 1974-1985, ‘The changing balance of power’; and part three, 1985-
1991, ‘The road to power’. Part one shows how the struggle for the decolonisation of Africa in
the early 1960s evaded the ‘deep’ South where the state machinery became increasingly
repressive. During the same period the Sharpeville massacre, the banning of organisations and
the imprisonment and exiling of scores of people took place. Years of peaceful resistance were
overtaken by events and this led to the consideration of new tactics such as underground
activities and armed struggle, which appear to have divided the leadership of the liberation
movement. The formation of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) as a separate organisation but politically
under the ANC created a number of logistical problems for many activists. These tensions are
conspicuous in the text. The leadership of the liberation movement shifted to Oliver Tambo and
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South Africa in the early 1960s for military training were keen to return home after having been
confined to their bases. As the region was still in the hands of colonial forces hostile to the
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both groups to gain experience of military combat. Casualties were reported in the campaign and
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at the 1969 ANC Morogoro conference emerged from the failure of military incursions into South
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revolutionaries from other racial groups into the ANC. It was also at this conference that MK
cadres articulated their critique of the ANC leadership. This was represented in the "Chris" Hani
Memorandum. The leadership also came under fire because of the frustrations of exile -- the
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accumulated. The collapse of Portuguese rule in the colonies of Mozambique and Angola brought
the liberation movement closer to South African borders. Exiles on their own found it difficult to
penetrate South Africa until the internal atmosphere changed as a result of the 1970s Durban
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workers’ strikes. This was the beginning of larger things to happen and by 1976 another major
historical landmark happened when students from Soweto high schools resisted the imposition
of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction. The state met peaceful demonstrations with brute force,
killing hundreds of students. Although the ANC and the SACP were not directly involved in the
Soweto uprisings, the angry militant youth, when they subsequently left South Africa, found
these organisations better organised than the PAC, hence the flooding of MK ranks by the
Soweto ‘generation’. In 1983, another political landmark took place with the formation of the
United Democratic Front. This accelerated the changing balance of power in South Africa in
favour of the liberation movement. The Front shared the same ideology with the ANC and used
the same symbols such as flags, colours, songs, etc. Despite all these advances, Joe Slovo critically
noted that MK had not fired a shot on South African soil since the sabotage campaign of 1961.
The dynamics within Southern African states had some impact on the liberation struggle in South
Africa. In 1984, the Mozambican government signed the Nkomati Accord with the South African
government in which the two countries attempted to promote good ‘neighbourliness’. However,
central to the accord was the fact that the South African government was using the
Mozambicans to expel the ANC from the region. Even if the Mozambican government expected
financial aid from South Africa, they were being used in South Africa’s destabilisation efforts. This
strategy was resorted to because of the ‘changing balance of power’ in the region as compared
to a decade earlier, in the sense that the liberation movement was not in a position to infiltrate
the deep South. A second setback that confronted the liberation movement was the issue of
morale in the camps, particularly in Angola, whereby the security department of the ANC used
heavy-handed tactics in dealing with expressions of dissent. Grievances centred on food,
democratic practices in the army, and involvement in operations against the apartheid-American
sponsored rebel group UNITA in Angola. The latter was an issue because some cadres preferred
to be fighting on home soil. Towards the end of the 1980s, the balance of power tilted in favour
of the ‘road to power.” The apartheid state was in deep crisis because of factors such as: (i)
financial sanctions; (ii) international isolation; (iii) internal mass mobilisation; and (iv) intensified
Umkhonto we Sizwe propaganda. All this led to the unbanning of the ANC, PAC, SACP and other
groupings and the release of Rivonia trialists which culminated in the 1994 elections in which the
world famous political prisoner, Nelson Mandela became the first Black president of a liberated
South Africa. As these events were taking place in South Africa, international politics brought to
bear its own dynamics. The Soviet Union, one of the key supporters of the liberation movement,
was going through a crisis never seen in its own history. The collapse of the Soviet Union saw
different voices expressed in that country towards the changes in South Africa. It appears that
amongst the Soviets, there were those who were supporting the minority regime of Mr F.W de
Klerk as well as the ANC and its allies. The failed plans for Nelson Mandela’s visit to the Soviet
Union reveal changing dynamics between the ANC and the Soviet Union.™
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Having completed their training in Military Combat Work (MCW) in the Eastern Bloc by the early
months of 1976, the first of the new generation of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) recruits were
prepared for infiltration into South Africa by the mid-year. This article tells the story of the first
unit to be deployed into South Africa in the new phase of the African National Congress’s (ANC)
armed struggle. It details some of the challenges they faced implementing the lessons of MCW in
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Angola and Mozambique had made such incursions possible, but only just, as this article shows.
It explains how issues of command and control in a theatre of war spread over the whole
southern African region remained formidable problems for the movement. This was the major
factor that stalled the endeavours of this unit in reaching the state where it could begin
operating militarily. It was a mix-up that occurred during an attempt that was made to establish
contact between the ANC'’s internal and external structures to discuss these issues, which led to
the collapse of the mission. Finally, the article will consider the lessons learned by the ANC from
the mission, and explain the significance of the experience within the entire context of the
history of the armed struggle.
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neighbouring Swaziland, Mozambique and Tanzania that facilitated the revival of the
underground in South Africa. The other two are of value in analysing the longer history of the
ANC’s armed struggle: firstly, the article describes Military Combat Work, the training regime
offered to Umkhonto we Sizwe cadres in the Soviet Union, and which formed the template that
was to guide the prosecution of the armed struggle in future years. The second involves
backdating to the pre-Soweto uprising period, many of the challenges facing the armed struggle
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confrontational policies — and above all its armed struggle — meant it was accorded the
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covered spans the first year of the uprising because it witnessed in microcosm the basic
themes which dominated mass politics in South Africa for most of the following decade.
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argue that this reluctant embrace was the product of contingent circumstances and pressures
from below, rather than the result of an ideological or theoretical shift on the part of SASO
leadership. This in turn suggests an alternate approach to the history of SASO, an approach that
focuses less on a process of ideological development and more on the contingent details of its
institutional history.

762. Brown, J., ‘An Experiment in Confrontation: The Pro-Frelimo Rallies of 1974’,
Journal of Southern African Studies, Volume 38, Issue 1, 2012, 55-71.

This article examines the political nature of South Africa’s Black Consciousness movement
through an account of the pro-Frelimo rallies organised in Durban and at the University of the
North by the South African Students’ Organisation (SASO) and the Black People’s Convention
(BPC) in September 1974. It places these rallies in the context of these organisations’ adoption of
confrontational and public forms of protest after 1972. These represent a high-water mark in
Black Consciousness organisation and provided the excuse for the state’s prosecution of the
leaders of the movement. Despite this, these rallies have been understudied. This article
therefore presents a new account of these protests. It shows how the leaders of SASO and the
BPC progressively revised their ideas about public confrontation through the process of
organising these rallies. After the Minister of Justice announced his intention to ban them, these
leaders refused to back down. The rallies each took place as planned, and each provoked a
response from local police forces — which, in turn, were clearly expecting the rallies and prepared
for the task of dispersing them. This article suggest that the embrace of confrontational forms of
protest by SASO and the BPC should be understood as representing a significant moment in the
development of public forms of mass protest in South Africa.

763. Charney, C.R., ‘Civil Society vs the State: Identity, Institutions, and the Black Consciousness
Movement in South Africa’, PhD thesis, Yale University, 2000. Available at
www.disa.ukzn.ac.za.

This dissertation presents an actor-oriented theory of transtions from authoritarian rule and
tests it on the case of the Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa between 1966 and
1979. It begins by critiquing prevailing structuralist theories of regime change as reductionist,
economistic, and elitist. It suggests an alternative based on collective actors and discourse,
focused on three casual factors - oppositional social movements, changing state-society
relations, and civil society institutions - which politicize collective identity and arouse mass
mobilization, creating regime crises.
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764. Denis, P., ‘Seminary Networks and Black Consciousness in South Africa in the 1970s’,
South African Historical Journal, Volume 62, Issue 1, 2010, Special Issue: FEATURE:
LIBERATION HISTORY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 162-182.

The article argues that a significant number of priests and pastors trained in seminaries in the
1970s were influenced by the Black Consciousness movement. The South African Student
Association (SASO) had branches in at least three seminaries for blacks, the Federal Theological
Seminary at Alice, the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Umphumulo and St Peter’s Seminary at
Hammanskraal. Many students or former studens from these institutions were members of
SASO. Some were involved in Black Community Projects (BCP) initiatives, particularly in the
Eastern Cape, while a few assumed leadership positions in the Black Consciousness movement.
No Christian institution played a more important role in the development of Black Consciousness
than the black seminaries. For the people trained in these seminaries, the involvement in SASO,
the BCP and the other components of the Black Consciousness movement had a lasting effect on
their understanding of ministry or, if they left active church service, on the orientation of their
professional life. While studying for the ministry, they discovered ways of integrating spiritual
life, social action and political engagement that they had never imagined before.
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Representative Council’, Journal of Southern African Studies, 7, 3. 1980.

768. Fredrickson, G.M., Black Liberation: A Comparative History of Black Ideologies in the
United States and South Africa, New York, 1995.

769. Fredrickson, G.M., Black Power in the United States and Black Consciousness in South
Africa: Connections and Comparisons, in R. Greenstein (ed.), Comparative Perspectives on
South Africa, London - New York 1998, 185-216.

770. Gerhart, G.M., Black Power in South Africa: The evolution of an ideology, London,
University of California Press, 1972.

771. Gibson, N., ‘Black Consciousness 1977-1987; The Dialectics of Liberation in South Africa’,
Africa Today, Vol. 35, No. 1, Black Consciousness in South Africa (1st Qtr., 1988), pp. 5-26.

This essay seeks to assess BC’s development over the last ten years, with special reference to its
relation to Marxism, since, as will be demonstrated, both Marxist slogans and some, dialogue
with Marxist concepts have played an increasing role in the movement in this period. Black
Consciousness was an important part of a new stage in the South African revolt in the 1970s.
Emerging out of the very colleges the government had set up to control black students’ minds,
BC’'s founders recognized the importance of the mind of the oppressed. At its inaugural
conference at Turfloop in 1969 they redefined the word ‘black’ to mean a new sense of unity and
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liberation of the oppressed and dropped the term ‘Non-White,” which they viewed as a negation
of their being. Over the last ten years BC has been a recognizable force and has obviously
influenced the present situation. Most radicals, leaders of trade unions and popular
organizations, even if not adherents, have roots in BC and have a relationship to its concepts and
prescriptions, because BC did raise questions and did present a new concept of liberation.
However it will be argued that although BC was a new philosophic point of departure for the
liberation movement, it’s philosophic development has remained in a very preliminary stage. ‘It
remains to be seen" Lebamang Sebidi writes, "whether it was a shift at the level of principles
(ideology) or merely strategy and tactics.” | will argue that the continual attempts to "broaden"
BC by incorporating Marxism into its ideology have been a failure not because the concept is
wrong but because it has taken on board very doctrinaire and narrow concepts of ‘scientific
socialism’ that go by the name of Marxism. Much still could come from a discourse with Mar,
especially Marx’s Humanism.
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Centre for Civil Society Research, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Report no. 18, Durban, 2004.

773. Gibson, N., Black Consciousness after Biko: The dialectics of liberation in South Africa,
1977-1987, in A. Mingxitama, A. Alexander, N.C. Gibson (eds.), Biko Lives! Contesting the
Legacies of Steve Biko, New York. 2008, 129-155.

774. Gibson, n., Fanonian Practices in South Africa: From Steve Biko to Abahlali
Basemjondolo, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, Pietermaritzburg, 2011.

775. Ggola, P.D., ‘Contradictory Locations: Black women and the Discourse of the Black
Consciousness Movement (BCM) in South Africa’, Meridians, 2, 1, 2001.
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Ph.D. dissertation, Michigan State University, 2010.

777. Hadfield, L., ‘Biko, Black Consciousness, and ‘the System’ eZinyoka: Oral History and
Black Consciousness in Practice in a Rural Ciskei Village’, South African Historical Journal,
Volume 62, Issue 1, 2010, Special Issue: FEATURE: LIBERATION HISTORY IN SOUTHERN
AFRICA, 78-99.

Part of a larger research project on the community development programmes of the Black
Consciousness movement (1969-1977), this article focuses on the relationship between the
Zanempilo Community Health Centre and the people of Zinyoka, the village where Zanempilo
operated. The article begins with an overview of community work within the Black Consciousness
movement and the formation of the Black Community Programmes (BCP) organisation. It then
follows Steve Biko to King William’s Town, where he established a branch of the BCP. The article
turns to Zinyoka as it explains why and when Zanempilo was built there and analyses its influence
on the community. Drawing upon oral history interviews of Zinyoka residents and BCP
employees, it argues that Black Consciousness action in the form of the clinic physically and
economically improved Zinyoka, if only temporarily, and instilled a sense of human dignity in the
residents. Situating this story in Zinyoka brings into relief the dynamics of Ciskei politics in the
village in the 1970s and the role of the apartheid ‘system’, a landed, educated black class and the
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church. It adds to our understanding of the Black Consciousness movement as it demonstrates
that oral history and the history of grassroots movements is important to liberation movement
historiography.

778. Hirschmann, D., ‘The Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa’, Journal of Modern
African Studies, Vol. 28, No. |, 1990.

779. Howarth, D., ‘Complexities of identity/difference: Black Consciousness ideology in South
Africa’, Journal of Political Ideologies, Volume 2, Issue 1, 1997, 51-7.

The Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa has been criticized by a number of academic
and non-academic commentators for failing to contribute substantially to the overall trajectory
of political resistance in the post-Sharpeville period, for constituting a reactionary ideology of
cultural authenticity and racial particularity, and for simply repeating other forms of separatist
ideology such as those of Black Power in the US, or Africanism in South Africa. My account
challenges this dominant reading by drawing upon a theory of discourse, which has been
articulated by writers such as Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Moujfe
and Slavoj Zizek. In so doing, | examine three different discursive strategies by which the ideology
of Black Consciousness was constituted and formed during the latter part of the 1960s and early
1970s. These include: (i) the reversal of the White/Black hierarchy in apartheid South Africa; (ii) a
complex mediation between the ideas and values of ‘universality’ and ‘particularity’; and (Hi) the
Derridean logic of  iterability’.
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786. Lorenz, N., ‘Responses by black women to race and gender dynamics under South Africa
apartheid with special reference to the Black Consciousness Movement’, MA dissertation,
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Black women’s oppression under apartheid was based on four interacting forces: race, class,

gender and nationality. Although this rendered their status in both feminist and anti-apartheid
policies unique, it was never addressed as such. The national liberation movement defined
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women’s role in the struggle in male dominated terms and did not acknowledge ‘gender’ as a
legitimate political issue until the 1980s.

787. Maaba, B. and Mzamane, M., ‘The Black Consciousness Movement in Exile, 1980-1990’,
in South African Democracy Education Trust (eds.), The Road to Democracy in South Africa,
Volume 4, 1980-1990, Pretoria, UNISA Press, 2010.

788. Macqueen, .M., ‘Re-imagining South Africa: Black Consciousness, radical Christianity
and the New Left, 1967 — 1977, Doctoral thesis, University of Sussex, 2011.

This thesis places Black Consciousness in comparative perspective with progressive politics in
South Africa in the late 1960s and the 1970s. It argues that the dominant scholarly focus on Black
Consciousness, which is passed over as a ‘stage’ in the Black struggle against white supremacy,
insufficiently historicises the deeper roots, and the wider resonances and ideological
contestations of the Black Consciousness movement. As they refined their political discourse,
Black Consciousness activists negotiated their way through the progressive ideologies that
flourished as part of the wider political and social ferment of the 1960s. Although Black
Consciousness won over an influential minority of radical Christians, a more contested struggle
took place with nascent feminism on university campuses and within the Movement; as well as
with a New Left-inspired historical and political critique that gained influence among white
activists. The thesis draws closer attention to the ways in which Black Consciousness challenged
white activists in the late 1960s, who were primarily able, albeit it with pain and difficulty, to
sympathetically interpret and finally endorse Black Consciousness. The thesis challenges the idea
that Black Consciousness achieved a complete ‘break’ with white liberals, and argues that black
and white activists maintained a dialogue after the black students’ breakaway from the National
Union of South African Students in 1968. The thesis looks in turn at: the role played by the
ecumenical movement in South Africa in the 1960s and 1970s; student and religious radicalism in
the 1960s; second wave feminism and its challenge to Black Consciousness; the development of
Black Theology, and the relationship between Black Consciousness activists and the ecumenical
Christian Institute; it closes with a study of the interplay between intellectuals Steve Biko and
Richard Turner in Durban, and the significance of white students’ and Black Consciousness
activists’ interaction in that city in the 1970s.

789. Macqueen, I.M., ‘Black Consciousness in Dialogue in South Africa: Steve Biko, Richard
Turner and the ‘Durban moment’, 1970-1974’, Journal of Asian and African Studies, July 22,
2013.

This article examines a progressive moment under apartheid referred to retrospectively as ‘the
Durban moment’ by activists. By exploring the friendship of assassinated activists Stephen Bantu
Biko and Richard Turner, the paper calls for a nuanced assessment of the rich context of the
emergence of Black Consciousness under apartheid, and shows how the rigid racial and ethnic
categories imposed by the state could be challenged by creative and resourceful intellectuals.
The paper draws on interviews, writings produced at the time, court transcripts and the
secondary literature to argue that Black Consciousness was intimately linked on many levels to
this progressive ‘moment’ in South Africa under apartheid, which has resonances for activists still
today.

790. Macqueen, I.M., ‘Resonances of Youth and Tensions of Race: Liberal Student Politics,
White Radicals and Black Consciousness, 1968-1973’, South African Historical Journal,
Volume 65, Issue 3, 2013, 365-382.
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791.
1960-1975’, Journal of Southern African Studies, Volume 39, Issue 2, 2013, 447-463.

792.

This paper examines the relationship between white liberal students and black students in the
Black Consciousness-aligned South African Students’ Organisation (SASO). It explores the often
fraught personal relationships between young leaders, but also points out their commonalities: a
search for ideas, resonances they felt with international struggles for justice, and the unique and
distinctive history that characterised South Africa at this period. In South Africa in the early 1970s
activists elaborated the radical ideas of the 1960s and as international movements for social
justice lost their momentum in other countries, opposition to state power resurfaced in South
Africa. The paper points to the personal transformations in white student leaders as they sought
to accommodate the Black Consciousness challenge and respond in constructive ways. It also
points to the regional histories of radicalism, focusing first on the Cape, secondly the Northern
Transvaal and finally Durban.

Macqueen, I.M., ‘Students, Apartheid and the Ecumenical Movement in South

This article examines ecumenical endeavour and student politics in South Africa in the 1960s and
early 1970s to bring into fresh perspective sources of antiapartheid activism. The article explores
Christian ecumenical developments in the twentieth century and specifically the crisis point
reached in 1960 after the Sharpeville massacre. It turns to discuss the formation of two key black
student leaders, Steve Biko and Barney Pityana, in the Eastern Cape and discusses their creation
of the black-led South African Students’ Organisation (SASO) in 1968. | explore a fraught but
productive relationship between the growth of Black Consciousness and a developing
commitment to social justice by student Christian organisations. A political culture of dialogue
enabled the message of Black Consciousness to be quickly communicated to a broad cross
section of progressive political actors in the early 1970s. A prime legacy of the ecumenical
endeavour of the 1960s was its emphasis on unity and muting of strict orthodoxy, an approach
that facilitated such cooperation. | argue that the theological radicalism of the ecumenical
movement provided a reference point from which to understand and come to terms with the
challenge of the emergent Black Consciousness movement.

Macqueen, I.M., ‘Categories of Struggle: Reassessing Black Consciousness in

Africa,

South

Africa through Gender, 1967-1976’, in Salvaterra, C. and Waaldijk, B. (eds), Paths to Gender:

The political and cultural ideology of Black Consciousness (BC) in South Africa has attracted much
study and its role in the undermining of Apartheid continues to evoke debate. It began under
apartheid in the late 1960s as a radical assertion of African cultural pride and autonomy,
consciously extending its definition of ‘black’ to all oppressed groups within the country. Its
adherents, following leader Steve Biko, emphasised that the most important weapon in the
hands of the oppressor were “the minds of the oppressed”. A gendered analysis of the history of
the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) raises the problematic of its exclusivist masculine
articulations of autonomy, evident in its slogans, for example ‘Black man, you are on your own’.
Whereas some argued that the BCM had a significantly positive impact on black women in South
Africa, the articulation of BC remained rooted in an assertion of black ‘manhood rights’.
Feminism as it was gaining force in the United States was seen as irrelevant to the needs of
blacks in South Africa. That BC did not extend its undermining of the normative political force of
white culture, to a reassessment of gender and traditional values, leads to a questioning of the
historical limitations of its revolutionary humanism. This study examines these themes and
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attempts to offer ways in which a gendered analysis contributes to the continued historical
revaluation of BC and its legacy in South Africa.”’
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1977, Ohio University Press, Athens, 2010 and Jacana, Johannesburg, 2010.

794. Magaziner, D., Pieces of a (Wo)man: The Politics of Gender and Identity in Black
Consciousness, 1968-1977, Unpublished Mss.

795. Magaziner, D., ‘Pieces of a (Wo)man: Feminism, gender and adulthood in Black
Consciousness, 1968-1977’, Journal of Southern African Studies, Volume 37, Issue 1, 2011,
45-61.

More than three decades after the death of Steve Biko and the banning of Black Consciousness
organisations, the movement’s ideology, politics and political philosophy are subject to heated
debate. Nowhere is this more evident than in the areas of gender and women’s participation,
subjects about which the Black Consciousness archival record is reticent. This article argues that
since Black Consciousness was a political philosophy concerned, above all, with the politics of
self-identification, its era offers valuable insights into gender’s fraught role in South African and
African social movements. It traces a politics of gendered identification from the late 1960s —
when multi-racial activists associated with both the South African Students’ Organisation and
University Christian Movement entertained the possibility of women’s liberation — through the
mid-1970s, when women asserted themselves as vocal, self-confident ‘black men’ in new
political groups. By the late 1970s, however, gendered ideas about suffering and sacrifice were
limiting women’s political possibilities, and led some to advocate new forms of resistance that
promoted a domestic space apart from politics.
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This paper examines the factor(s) that caused students to demonstrate in 1976 through a case
study of Bodibeng High School in Maokeng, Kroonstad, in the northern Free State. It shows the
role of the teachers influenced by the Black Consciousness philosophy. The latter caused the
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conflicts over the goals of structural change and the means to achieve them. The paper will have
four parts. Firstly, | will start with the unusual practice of stating what these goals should in
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meaning,4zlimits and possibilities, and implications for struggles in the region of the Total
Strategy.
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1728. Brown, J., ‘SASO’s Reluctant Embrace of Public Forms of Protest, 1968—1972, South
African Historical Journal, Vol. 62, No. 4, 2010.

This article suggests that the South African Students’ Organisation (SASO) began its life
committed to a policy of non-confrontational protest and that — until 1972 —its leaders sought to
prioritise strategies of negotiation over strategies of public protest. This general policy was
confirmed in SASQ’s response to white student protests in 1968 and 1970, as well as in a series of
discussion documents and General Council resolutions proposed in 1970 and 1971. This policy
was, however, challenged by the events that took place at the University of the North following
the expulsion of Onkgopotse Tiro in 1972. A wave of seemingly spontaneous student protest
forced SASQ’s leaders to reconsider their apparent suspicion of public, confrontational forms of
protest and reluctantly to accept the necessity of committing the organisation to such protests. |
argue that this reluctant embrace was the product of contingent circumstances and pressures
from below, rather than the result of an ideological or theoretical shift on the part of SASO
leadership. This in turn suggests an alternate approach to the history of SASO, an approach that
focuses less on a process of ideological development and more on the contingent details of its
institutional history.
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1731. Carter, C., ““We are the progressives’: Alexandra Youth Congress activists and the
freedom charter, 1983—-85", Journal of Southern African Studies, Volume 17, Issue 2, 1991,
197-220.

This paper looks at the rise of a youth congress in Alexandra township, South Africa, in the
mid-1980s. The formation of Alexandra Youth Congress involved creating a formal organisational
structure which embodied a legalistic and constitutional ethos, central to which was the
adoption of the Freedom Charter as a key organisational tenet. Much of the appeal of the
Freedom Charter lay in the range of ‘answers’ to organisational concerns that it offered youth
activists: the Charter provided a symbolic, and for some a real, link to African National Congress:
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in the context of Alexandra’s metropolitan setting, embracing the Freedom Charter and the
United Democratic Front meant in the most practical sense easy access to other political
activists, who in turn provided organisational resources and a sense of solidarity: and the
document became in the hands of some youth activists a creed for the purposes of recruitment
and political conscientisation.
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This paper provides a detailed historical account of the South African Students’” Movement from
its birth to the period just before the 1976 pupil uprising. Stress is laid on the conditions within
secondary anld high schools as a major factor accounting for its birth. Primary among these
were authoritarianism,. and the absence of channels through which students could either
communicate with their authorities or seek redress for their grievances. In its infancy the
organisation-adhered to no particular ideology, but when Black Consciousness emerged in the
early 1970s it was embraced as its philosophy. However, by the enld of 1974, it is argued,
dissatisfaction with the limitations of Black Consciousness led to the establishment of links with
the ANC. Due to state repression this ideological shift went unnoticed by the public, although the
1976 udprisinig consolidated the change. Thus when the Congress of South African Students
came into existence in 1979, clear-lv espousing the philosophy of the ANC, the move away from
Black Consciousness politics, particularly among secondary high school pupils, seemed abrupt. In
conclusion the impact of closer ties with the ANC is examined.
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The events of the schools’ boycott presented by Molteno are reviewed. It is argued that for a
combination of reasons illustrative of the difficulties deriving from the relationship between the
social sciences and politics, his interpretation of the events must be seriously questioned. The
implication arising is that Molteno’s linking of practice and theory is in this case not justified.

1736. Glaser, C., ‘We must infiltrate the Tsotsis: Schools Politics and Youth Gangs in Soweto,
1968-1976’, Journal of South African Studies, Vol.24, No.2, June 1988.

By the late 1960s, two major associative structures dominated youth culture in Soweto: the
school and the gang. Despite secondary school expansion during the early 1970s, no more than a
third of the teenage and adolescent population of Soweto attended school by the middle of the
decade. Gangs, which offered a powerful alternative to schooling, attracted a large proportion of
unemployed and non-school-going male adolescents. While the gangs were absorbed by
localised competition, a political culture gradually took root in Soweto’s high schools. Conflict
mounted between high schools and gangs in the lead-up to the 1976 uprising. It was an uprising
of school students rather than ‘the youth’, a contemporary catch-all category which often
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obscures deep cultural divisions. School and university-based activists, recognising the political
potential of gangs, made some attempt to draw the gang constituency into disciplined political
activity but they were largely unsuccessful. Gangs participated spontaneously in the uprising but
the Soweto Students Representative Council, in order to maintain credibility with a broader
Soweto support base, distanced itself from all gang activity and even mounted anti-gang
operations during late 1976 and 1977.
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This chapter starts with the assertion that in South Africa, children and youths have been at the
forefront of the armed struggle, more so than anywhere else in the world. The chapter examines
the historical roots of this phenomenon, the scale of children’s involvement, and the possible
consequences for the children and the country.

1742. Marks, M. & McKenzie, P., ‘Political Pawns or Social Agents? A look at militarised youth

in South Africa.,” Paper presented at the Confronting Crime conference, Cape Town,
September 1995.

This paper addresses eight themes. Firstly, it outlines the theoretical framework used to
understand militarised youth and their defence structures. This is followed by an overview of the
history of youth struggles, identity and organisation in the 1980s. The third section deals with
defence structures in the eighties. The next section examines the political shifts in the nineties
and this is followed by a discussion of defence structures post April 1994. The sixth section seeks
to uncover the aspirations and goals of militarised youth. Section seven examines the future of
youth defence structures, whilst the final section looks at two programs aimed at integrating
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Youth in Diepkloof who aligned themselves with the Charterist Movement in South Africa, were
engaged in a number of acts of "political violence" during the period from 1984-1993. They
participated in acts of collective violence against what they perceived to be "agents of the state"
such as the police; local government councillors; and even teachers and principals of schools in
some instances. They also engaged in collective violence against groups and individuals who
were perceived as a threat to the community in which they lived. These included, for example,
Inkatha, and individuals who were identified as "spies" by these youth. In some instances,
violence was also used against members within their own organisations who were perceived as
"undisciplined", or acting outside of a code of conduct developed by the organisations of which
these youth were members. This paper examines the discourses” surrounding "political
violence"; it probes how youth represent political violence, with special reference to its
perceived "morality", and at how the construction of this discourse cannot be separated from
their self-conception of what it meant to be a "comrade". The actual wording, expressions and
assumptions that the comrade youth of Diepkloof make use of in speaking about political
violence will be central in this paper. This language is embedded in a broader discourse which
legitimates violent acts; it has several aspects to it and varying degrees of adherence by the
different strata of youth.
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1984 to 1987 in Grahamstown, South Africa’, The Australasian Review of African Studies,
Volume 24 Issue 1 (Jun 2002).

This article arises out of an oral history project conducted in Grahamstown South Africa in 1999.
Following the Soweto uprising of June 1976 Township children boycotted their schools across
South Africa including in Grahamstown between 1984 to 1987. Seeking to discover the ‘human
side’ of those Grahamstown boycotts and at the same time to examine the value of oral evidence
for the history of that period | conducted interviews with a number of former students, teachers
who had been teaching in the township schools and parents who had had children at school in
the mid-1980s. While the number of interviews was small | found that the recollections of all
those who participated in the project provided some valuable insights into their common
frustrations during the boycott years. This article, largely using their own words, draws together
those insights as a contribution to the growing body of oral evidence relating to that period.
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Organisation’, African Studies seminar paper no. 220, University of the Witwatersrand,
September 1987.
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unpublished paper, 1990.

1757. Seekings, J., Heroes or Villains?: Youth Politics in the 1980s, Ravan, Johannesburg, 1993.

1758. Straker, G., Faces in the revolution: The psychological effects of violence on township
youth in South Africa, David Phillip, Cape Town, 1992

1759. Tetelman, S.M., ‘In search of discipline: Generational control, political protest and
everyday violence in Cradock, South Africa, 1984-1985’, in Mario |. Aguilar (ed), The Politics
of Age and Gerontocracy in Africa, Africa Worlds Press, Inc., Eretria, 1998.

1760. ‘TIC revived: The case for, the case against’, Work in Progress, No. 26, 1983.

1761. Twala, C., ‘The emergence of the student and youth resistance organizations in the Free
State townships during the 1980s: A viable attempt to reorganize protest politics?’, Journal
for Contemporary History, Vol 32, Issue 2, 2007, 39-55.

The banning of the South African black opposition, the African National Congress (ANC) and the
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), in 1960 discouraged most forms of African organization during the
1960s. After they had been banned, both these organizations established a mission-in-exile,
leaving an organizational vacuum in the country. This vacuum was partly filled by the Black
Consciousness Movement (BCM) during the 1970s. The late 1970s introduced a revival of black
opposition as popular class struggles evolved from the coordinated national mass struggles to
one of combined student, youth, trade union and community struggles against apartheid.
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Without doubt the 1976 Soweto uprising triggered a surge of student protests in centres around
the country including the Free State, bringing young people into the frontline of anti-apartheid
protest. After this a number of influential student and youth organizations were formed. The
United Democratic Front (UDF) which was formed in August 1983 became a haven for such
organizations as most of them became its affiliates. The UDF was specifically formed to oppose
the new constitution and the Koornhof Bills. Before the establishment of the UDF, the youth in
South Africa had already challenged the apartheid government although not in an organized way.

1762. Van Kessell, 1., ‘From confusion to Lusaka: The Youth revolt in Sekhukuneland’, Journal
of Southern African Studies, Vol. 19, Issue 4, 1993, 593-614.

After a series of rebellions in the 1950s, the South African Bantustans remained largely
quiescent. Only after the formation of the United Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983 did rural areas
once more become the scene of widespread protest and resistance, as revolt spread from the
townships to remote villages in the Bantustans. However, rural organisation was a much
neglected issue in the programme of the UDF’s national leadership. The process of rural
mobilisation in the Transvaal Bantustans owed more to local youth initiatives than to any
planning or co-ordination on the part of the UDF leadership. This article examines the role of the
UDF in Lebowa, focusing in particular on youth movements in Sekhukhuneland.

1763. Vassen, M., ‘Beyond the barricades: the 1985 schools boycott and the vicissitudes of the
Athlone Students Action Committee (ASAC)’, BA Hons dissertation, University of Cape Town,
1995. Available at www.disa.ukzn.ac.za.

a. This dissertation seeks to explore the schools boycott experience in the Athlone area. It
is not merely an attempt to document the specificity of events which unfolded in the
Athlone schools but, more significantly, it is an attempt to elucidate and understand an
experience which operated at a myriad of levels, and as such, eschews a simplistic
analysis or categorisation. One of the cardinal concerns of the dissertation is an attempt
to comprehend the actions of the Athlone Students Action Committee (ASAC), the
powerful area-based student structure which emerged to direct and co-ordinate the
boycott in the Athlone area.

1764. Western Cape Youth League, "Get Organised" a practical student manual, Athlone,
WCYL, 1985.
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Chapter
TRADE UNIONS

1765. Adler, G. M., “The Factory Belongs to All Who Work in It’: race, class, and collective
action in South African Industry, 1967-1986’, PhD thesis, Columbia University, 1994.

1766. Alder, G., ‘Shop Floors and Rugby Fields: The Social Basis of Auto Worker Solidarity in
South Africa’, International Labor and Working-Class History, No. 51, Workers in Racially-
Stratified Societies, (Spring, 1997), 96-128.

The article examines four interrelated factors. First, African and coloured workers experienced
extremely harsh conditions at work. While these motivated workers to protest against
management, they did not in themselves define the character of that protest; elsewhere African
and colored workers’ grievances against factory life were expressed in racially divided unionism.
A second factor indicates what is distinctive about worker organization in Uitenhage: the ways in
which factory grievances coincided with a number of important social relationships, shaped in
large part by the legacy of the uneven application of apartheid-based residential segregation in
the town. These relationships in turn created a third factor, the existence of spaces for
continuous social interaction across racially defined communities in which new identities could
be constructed. The rugby field provided one important space for such activity among auto
workers, a space in which common experiences as workers, as blacks, and as men contributed to
a new solidarity outside the workplace that provided resources for solidarity inside the factory as
well. Through these relationships, and in such spaces, ordinary workers as well as labor activists
came to identify each other as familiars rather than strangers, enabling them to devise a politics
of solidarity that transcended the statutorily defined racial categorizations. Finally, social
movement activists were able to fashion these conditions at work and outside of work to help
workers define their problems in a nonracial way, and to provide nonracial class-collective
solutions for these problems. The article thus stresses the intersection of economic and social
factors — workers’ combined experiences of shop floors and rugby fields — as well as the
interaction between structural conditions and agency in the shaping of soIidarity.43
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This paper looks at the East Rand, one of the strongholds of South African labor radicalism, to
problematize the paradigm of social movement unionism by examining how it was produced at
the intersection of academic discourse, labor’s public ideologies, and formal organizations. On
the basis of preliminary research findings, the aim is to raise questions and propose hypotheses
for future research. In particular, the authors cannot easily discern a correspondence between
local unions’ participation in community struggles and a coherent model of social movement
unionism. Rather, indications exist that undergirding the template of social movement unionism
were unstable, contingent, localized labor-community collaborations, which reflected deep,
unsettled incongruities in workers’ subjectivities. Workers’ discourse in the East Rand’s black
townships reflected the experience of growing precariousness and social vulnerability in wage
employment, which provided crucial motivating factors for workers’ involvement with
community struggles.
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Non-violent mass-based protest and resistance by liberation groups have a long history in the
South African context. Prior to the 1980s, they had achieved only minor and isolated successes.
The formation of the United Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983 and its successful mass protest
action against the state to 1990, changed the equation, however. The UDF’s origin could
indirectly be traced back to attempts from the 1950s to launch mass-based protest and
resistance against the apartheid state. Calls for the formation of a united front against the South
African State were made by various persons and organisations since the 1950s, but it was only by
the 1980s that circumstances allowed the formation of a united front. Demographic realities,
urbanisation, the legalisation of black trade unions, an educated leadership, the growth of a
grassroots-based civil society among blacks, all contributed to make the formation of the UDF a
reality. Protest against the government’s tricameral system, initially provided the direct stimulus
for the formation of the UDF during 1983 to 1984. By the end of 1984, the UDF had built up a
wide support base to directly threaten the government’s position. The result was several states
of emergency through which the state endeavoured to crush the UDF-led opposition. The UDF’s
unique structure, which consisted of affiliates from all sectors of civil society, including black
trade unions as an alliance partner, managed to survive the state’s repressive measures,
continued to pressurise the state so that by 1989, under a new head-of-state, the National Party
"capitulated" and opened the door to real elections for a democratic South Africa. The UDF’s
strategies were aimed to mobilise the masses and through its mass-based action, bring maximum
pressure to bear on the government. This strategic approach was executed by employing various
tactics, which related to the classic methods of mass-based non-violent action. In the end, the
state’s security apparatus proved unable to cope with the UDF’s relentless actions, offset by its
inability to act effectively against the UDF as an entity, mainly because of its amorphous
structure. Although other factors, such as economic recession, foreign sanctions, the ANC
campaign to isolate South Africa, among other played a role, the UDF provided the crucial
domestic impetus to illustrate to the South African government, that black resistance couldn’t be
suppressed and that the situation would continue to worsen. Seen against this background, it is
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Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983 in reaction to the apartheid government’s Tricameral Parliament
created a space in which South African Muslims could enter the national anti-apartheid struggle
according to their religious rather than ethnic identity. To illustrate the historical development of
the Call of Islam and its affiliation with the UDF, the article will first outline the formation of the
UDF in the Western Cape, the geographical area with the largest concentration of Muslims in
South Africa. The focus will then turn to the impact of the UDF on the Cape’s Muslim community,
particularly the divide that developed amongst its ‘ulama over the stance of Muslim participation
in the anti-apartheid struggle. The following section will analyse the emergence of the Call and
how the questions of its founders concerning the religious Other led to an examination of Islam
in its South African context. The final section will then look at the sources that the Call used to
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This article is concerned with the ambivalence that permeates liberation struggle discourse on
the practice of necklacing. Through examining what was said about the killing of suspected
collaborators and/or necklacing during the mid- to late 1980s by leaders of the African National
Congress (ANC) and the United Democratic Front (UDF), | argue that those public positions
produced a prose of ambivalence. | ask how this prose of ambivalence was produced and why
that ambivalence is seemingly rendered intangible. It is suggested that the ANC and UDF were
caught in a double bind. They could not explicitly condemn the practice and risk losing their mass
support base, nor explicitly condone the practice and risk losing the support of important
internal and international constituencies thereby giving the apartheid state the upper hand in a
discursive war on the moral and political legitimacy over using violence. Yet, it is argued, this
ambivalence was not merely a tactical one in that underlying the liberation discourse on the
practice of necklacing was/is an inherent formulation of the binary of resistance and
oppression/repression. The practice understood within this framework could only be rendered as
state violence or resistance. In rendering it as the latter, though uncomfortably so, the ANC and
UDF proposed that it be understood within a causal framework, as the result of
oppression/repression. Ambivalence about the practice of necklacing thus, | argue, was produced
in the interstice of the resistance - oppression/repression binary. Leading from this, it is argued
more broadly that the problematic of violence and attending ambivalence within the ANC has a
history that predates the discourse around necklacing. It is suggested that necklacing refuses to
be forgotten precisely because of its ambivalence. Indeed, it may be that the inescapable
ambivalence of necklacing is the condition for the possibility that it will always also be
remembered.
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During 1970-1985, South Africa vacillated between reform and reaffirmation of the repressive
regime known as apartheid. Did these reforms slow the pace of protest, or did they facilitate
protest, by intensifying discontent? Using event-history data on anti-apartheid protest we
suggest that passage of reforms will increase the pace of protest while state repression will
dampen it. We further hypothesize that the nature and scope of each reform would differentially
affect protest by each of three official racial populations: Black Africans, Coloureds, and Asian
Indians. As expected, reforms that integrated housing and jobs and reforms that legitimated the
rights of black labor unions propelled protest by Black Africans against apartheid, but so did
reforms that excluded Black Africans from citizenship. In contrast, relatively few reforms affected
the rate of protest by Asian Indians and Coloured population groups. Finally, we found that
repression decreased rates of protest significantly for all three groups.
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