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VAN WYK DE VRIES COMMISSION
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This  document does pot purport to be a thorough, rounded - . .
Anialysis of the Van Wyk de Vries Commissgion of Enquiry into
White universities. It zeeks to clarify why deap concern has
for some time been expressed in Bnglizh langusnge student cizcles,
and particulerly among stuwdent leadership ovar the implications
of nu:h a uummissiau.

This concern han arimsan, inta: alia, from an annlysi: of the
terms of reference of the numnilsimn, its composition, state-
mants made by persons directly and ipndiractly assoclated with
the commission, current forecasts which pertain to possibla
recommendations arising from the Commission's report, and a
frequently hostile attitude on the part of the Nationalist
government ta Bnglish language miversitiee and the National
Unjion of South Afriesan Students, . -
BACKGROUND e ot

On the 9th May, 1963 the Mininter of Hntianal Educatinn at

the time, Senator Jan de Klerk, announced in the Senate that
cabinet sanction had been grantad for the appointment of a
ccumission of enguiry to go into certain matters relating to
the universities, He mentioned that the enguiry would include
the question of student activities at the universities about
which criticizm had been raised, The annowmcement met with
some reaction, particularly as the ecall for an enquiry had
arisen purely from an urgent need to inpvestigate tha subsidy
formula fnr wniversity axpenditu:e.

Sir Richard Luyt, Principal of the Uniuarnity uf Clpﬂ ann.
Etated that the universities themselves possessed adequately
affoctive machinery to control their studant activitias:

. "I have never contemplated any machinery other than
" that which the univeraities hava to control student
conduct !

Professor H.B. Thom, rector of the University of Stellenbosch
felt that if an enquiry into undesirable student activitiaes
wire toform part of the commission's work, every university
in South Africa should be investigated to "get the whole
plectura®, ] . L | )
A further statement by de Hlﬂtk in thn Senate lldth Miy}
increased growing suspicion over the motives for broadening -
the terms of reference of the propoged commission beyond
financial considerations,

Digscussing the question, he said that the older generation
had to give guidance and that in present day circumstances
this was not easy because things tendad to got out of hand
and the vounger generation were inuder the influences of
foreign ideologies, It was to be hoped that the youth of
South Africa would stay on their conservative path.

The Cape Times reacted in an editorial on the 16th May, that

to mix up the sober business of how the universities' subgidas
iegs ghall be calculated with the enctive and debatable question
of giudent peclitics is surely not practical, In fact, there
might te danger that such & hybrid commisgion would get caught
in the quicksand terrain of hairsplitting on wi:at is morality,
what is understandable activity, ohat is patrioilism and what

is the distinction between youthful exuberance and subversion,



3., TERMS OF REFERENCE

The terms of reference of the State President!s Commission
confirmed inference and speculation that it would investigate
matters far broader than the financial state of the universities,

Extract: GOVERNMENT GAZETTZ NO,2217, VOL,41, 22 NQVEMBER 1968

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION

It is hereby notified for general information that the State
President has been pleaaed.tn appnint a Commission of Enquiry
as follows:-

Commission : _
by the State President of the Republic of South Africa

TO: . Jan van Wyk de Vries
Hendrik Johannes Jacob Bingle
Owen Pieter Faure Horwood
Hendrik Bernadus Thom
Guerina Resnzo Bozzoli
Wentzel Christoffel du Plessis
Izak Theunis Mayer
Stephen Charlies Marais Naudé
Lyvell Thomas Campbell-Pitt

GREETINGS:

Whereas I deem it expedient to appoint a Commission to enquire
into and report on the matters mentioned below;

Now therefore, by reason of the great trust I repose in your
krowledge and ability, I hereby authorise and appoint you to
be wembers, and you, Jan van Wyk de Vries, to be chairman of
a Cumnissinn to inquire into and report, in so far as univer-
sities for Whites in the Republin of Enuth Africa and the
University of South Africa are concerned, on the educational,
academic, financing and developmental aspects of’ unlvarsities,
and on any other matters which the Commission may deem to be
of importance with special reference to = ;

(1) the steps required to ensure efficient education;

(2) the range of study and guality of work ~ undergiaduate as
well os post-graduate - -equired for nurrespund1ng degrees,
diplomas and certificates;

(3) tle size of classes. departments and universities;’
(4) the length of the academic year;

(5) the wain reasocas for, and measures to nhﬂch,'thé high'
failure yvate among undergraduate students;

(6) the facilities required for healthy mental and physical
recreation for s udents;

(7) student relations in general, and in particular the 'ule .
stugents and student bodies could play, in co-operation with
academiz authorities, in maintianing a healthy spi - and
code »f conduct on the campns of modern universities;

(8) vhe mozt effective mei:houds cf teaching and research;

(9) “he gualifications whictl: the various grades of miversity
lecturing staff should hold and the extert to which such
standards are met at present;

~eciprocal recognition of cou:r'zes passcd by students and
tie possibility of great:or mab111ty of such students
batwen 1miversities;
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(11) the adjustment of the Holloway formula (as amended from
time to time) or the devising of a new formula for the
subsidisation of universities to meet present day
requirements in respect of current and capital expenditure;

(12) the posts structure and lecturer-student ratio;

(13) the salary structure as a determining factor in attracting
and retaining lecturing staff;

(14) bursaries and loans for students; and
{15} future policy in connection with the development of
universities in the country;

and in view of the urgency of the matter, to give priority to
the financing scheme and, if necessary, to submit an interim
report on this matter in order that the basis of subsidisation
for 1970 and the succeeding years may be determined,

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Republic of South Africa
at Pretoria on this Thirteenth dly of November, One thousand

Nine hundred and Sixty-eight.

J.J. FOUCHE
STATE PRESIDENT

By order of the State President-in-Council
J.DE KLERK

22nd November, 1968
I["p. ]
Ref: 146/68

The termn of reference which has caused most concern in English
language student circles is that which relates to "student
relations in general and in particular the role students and
student bodies could play in co-operatim with academic authorit-
ies in maintaining a healthy spirit and ode of conduct on the
campus of modern universities'",

The impiications of this teri should be spelled out,

(a) It is vague. The iterm "student relations in general" could
cover the nature and scope of “he relationship between —
student and student, situdent and student government, inter-
university student contact, student ties with national
student organisations and student activities in the
community, The rest of the term of referc..ce could cover
a broad analysis of student activities, student behavicur =~
the nature of th: 'r relationship with {.e University admin4
istration, with a view to maintaining a '"healthy spirit"
and "code of conduct", two concepts themselves open i7 wide
interpretation,

As the Rand Daily Mail commerted: "What is a healths spirit

~nd code of conduct? The government and a substan.ial

weight of conservacrive opininn in this cow v ~onsiders

it to be an amalgam of _tudiousness, docility A.d respect

for the conveniiounal wisdoms, Acecording to this view
students, like children, which Mc, Vorster calls them,

should be s.en and not heard, Majority s.udent opinion

'z the English language "miversities, supporied hy all
r2ors l=mincded people, 1.2le Tery diferently abou: this,

T2 - ew ..er~ is that studen*s have a righr =-d duty to

o2 poncerned about such issues as aca: mis f.zedoe, social

justice, race diszcrirination and so W~ only =itsh many

more peoplz wer: prepared to upeak » about such wmatters

se-xd o freez: 9 with fear when - govarnmnt crowls,"
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(b} It infringes on an area traditionally regarded by Znglish
lariguage universities in South Africa as their own, The
dynamics and the mechanics .of the relatlcnsh;p ‘between ,the
different sectors o the university community have been
decided upon largeiy independent from outside interference,
Where disputes or differences have EIIEEH, théss ‘Have been
settled withih the university community or at the request
of the university, by independent impartial arb1trat1un

e,g., Harcourt Commission of Enquiry.

(c) Set in the context of a prevailing attitude cf the gnvarnment
tc outspoken students at Engllﬁh language universitieés and
to the National Union, which has manifested itself in security
police harrassment, passprt’ Temovals, dawn raids, detention
and banning (procedures which in most circumstances do not
grant the victim accesk to ‘the ordinary courts of the land)
the term of referxence a2¢hikves considerable significance.

The Commissiocn will make cé&¥tain recommendations, but it is
the government which will act on these recomnmendations,
either independently or by introducing legislation in
Parliament, The Minister of Education has already stated
that the recommendations of the van Wyk de Vries Commission
will provide the basic framzwork for legislaotion to be
snacted by Parliament,.

Given then, that 2 very real tension exists betwzen the
Natienalist government =nd large sectors of the Znglish language
university community znc? NUSAS, that the commission's report
contnining racommendaticons on student relaticns and student
activities would provids the rramewnrk for legislation, what
confidence can be plocad in the commission te make independent
cbjeciive judgements cn this aspect of their investigation?

Student leadership is justifiably sensitive about this question

cf confidence, In tha past when the universities or students
have been threatensd (e,g. Verster: "If thzre is 2 cancer in this
country that must be rooted cut, it is NUSAS...but, I shall settle
with them in my cwn time,") the Naticna2l Unicn hos frequently
cnlled for an inpartial Sudicial commission of enquiry into its
affairs, This has nesver bzen granted,

COMFOSITION OF THE UD@@;?SIGN
The Commission ccmposad the following persons?

Mr, Justice wan 'lyk e Vries (Ch2irman)
.rof, H.J. Bingle (Principal. Potchefstrcom University)
Prof, H.B. Them (Principal, Stelieabesch University)

Pro., O.P.F. Hﬁ‘wmcd (then Principal, University of Natal,
? ~ ofter, Notionalist sengtor,
' pow member of the C.obinet)

Prof. W.C: du Flessis f&x administrat. . of South West Africa)
Frof, G.R. Bozzoli (Princip2l, University cof the Witwatersrand)
M. I.T. Mayar (a2 former conisoller and cuditor ~-g=n.ral)

My, 3.C.M. Naudeé (Director of the Technical Celleg= of the
Witwatersrand)

-

Sopn ofterwards Mr, L.T. C.mpbell-Pitt was appeointz2d as o
m:wber of the Commissicn,
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THE CHAYRMAN

The following facts appeared in the Star on the 12th
September concerning the chairman of the Commission,
Mr, Justice wvan Wyk de Vries, = . : -

He was born in Pretoria- in 13915 and studied law at
Pretoria Uhiversity, He played a prominent role in
Afrikaner activities in Johannesburg for almost 30 years,
He first became prominent during the War when he defended
or acted as instructing attorney for the defance of

a large number of people charged with variocus acts
directed against the country's war effort, ranging from
high treason to sabotage. In 1945 he was elected ta the
Witwatersrand Central School Beoard, His name was
submitted hy the Skakelkomitee of the Afrikeans Sociaties
of Johannesbuxrg,

He was elected and became Vice-Chairman, a position he held
for. a number of years,. In 19532 he was called %0 the bar,
in 1955 he was appointed to the Sauth Afdbcan Medical and
PDental Council, He is an elder in the Gereformeerds Kerk,

It has been alleged that he is 8 member of the Broederbond,

OTHER MEMBERS

I. is significant that according to reports in the Sunday
Times which has at regusar intervals conducted &n eXpose
of members of tlhe Broederbond, at least three members of
the commission are members of this organisation.

The Broederbond can be described as a secret Afrikaner

elite organisation, which played a major role in the
Nationalists' xise to power, and which continwes to exert
considerable influyence on the decision making processes

of government. It nas adopted a sirategy similar to that of
the Communist Party by operating on the basis of a cell
system with secret directives and informmtion balilog

issuaed to members arouns the cowmtry,

Prof, H.J, Bingle iz an exéecutive memher of the Broederbond
g=d is chairman of its special tosk committes on education,
5.C.M, Nande® is an =ssacintc wember of the same task
force, The Sunday Times in & report published on the

23th January 1373, described the role of 2 task force

as keeping a close wetich on every public body, 2nd
describes its cifect as exercising a poweTrul and
significant influence on the decisions and actions of

the gnvernment .- the specific area oy the task force,

W.C, Du Fleasgis is allegedly also a membar of the
croederbond,

Herr , the following factors are worthy of consider tion,
The Broederbond and Lhe Government endoree absolutoly

the concept of raciall- fpparate educational iy ¢ituticns,
The Bijlich la,Taage uniwversities and NUSAS viygorously
opposed {he Extention of University Zducation Act of 1959
which segr- Jated the Universil ies, and cortinue to Yegard
+he concept as an anathema.
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The Broederbond and the Government actively ascribe to the
concept of Christian National Education with its emphasis

on militaristic uniformity, unquestioning acceptance of
established authority patterns, and 2s a consequence of these,
a distortion of academic, social and political truths,” ~
Students at .the English langusge universities in the
tradition of Western Zuropean Zducational imstitutions,

are striving towards a2 democratization of the university
structurs and consequent prticipetion by 211 sectors -

of the University community in the decision moking process,
Emphosis 15 placed on free thought and on nurturing of
critical faocultizs to question the validity of given :
practicz2s and modes of thought, This is seen as a vitzl
means to 2 wholasome, roundad education,

The Broederbond and the Government are comnitted to maintain-
ing the status quo, ' Sectors of the English language univer-
sities and NUSAS have actively associated themselves with

the thrust for a tolerant, non-exploitative society,

PROF, O.P,.F., HORWOOD

Prof, Horwood was appointed to the commission as one of four
nominzes from the committee of University Principels, When

he resigned as Principzl of the University of Nat2l and was
appointed as a Nationalist Senator, it was confidently expectad
that he would resign from the Commission, He had ceasad to

be 2 member cf the committee of University Principals, and

as a Naticnalist Farty Senator, he had publicly committed
himsz1lf on controversial issues within the ambit of the
Ccumission's enquiry,

In the Senate debot=2s on th2 4th Jun= 1971 he had tha
following to say: '

The statement quotzed below come ot the end of ¢ length debata
on the octivities of NUSAS pnd its current l=zadership.

" ..But what I am saying is that thase universities have
stzatutory bodies, thay have councils of preninent men and

I want to kncw what are the council of these universities
doing when Mzmbers of NUSAS who a2re university students,

do the things that I have menticne? here and wzny other
things that I have not had time to mention a2nd the many
things that they ore saying to incite racial unrest in

this country, tc play into the hands cf our encenies outside
the country and they do it day by doy = what core these
authorities deing to stop thes2 nefaricus gpetivities?

"You know that I an the 1last to suggsst that we should
interferz wich universities but let me say this that

if it cémes to the security cof the stats and the welfare
of this nation z2nd this ccuntry, than 1 want to say that
no universit» stands abcve cor outsi~e the law of this
ccuntry and a1t is hig™ time this were understood and under
cur Universities Act of 1955 as amended, the Minister has
the power to do oxactly what certoin governors of Americon
states have done including thz University cf W. consin,
“%ey have reduced the subsidies and thzy have cniled the
pluff of those pecple overnight,

"I put that forward . I am a gresr chawpior cof acadamic
freedoem but not 2t the cost ¢of an=xchy, nct at the cost

of the security cf ny counfry. I want to know what the
-miveres ity authorities are deing in tl 2se natters, These
arzs peobvle whe cre Jooked uap to, they are paid by the state,
they are in responsihle sositions and I think it is high
“ime *hot we could come cut and 25K th. what precisely

is b lng/, ..
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is being done to stop oncz and for all thess utterly
un-5cuth Africcn activities that are going on in our
midst,. That is the position,” :

Horwood's statenents wer e strongly attacked by Dr, G,R., Bozzoli,
Principal of the University of the Witwatersrand, and a member
of the Commission, He said:

"Tc suggest that it shcould be necaessary to 'control!
expression of opinion by students in cur universities
by withholding funds from the university concerned is
not ocnly zbhorent, but is the kind of suggestion which
shows 2 complete lack of understanding of the magnituce
and range of the activities of a vigorous modarn
university," '

In his graduation address on the 25th June, Sir Richard Luyt
quzstionacd the continued presence of Horwood on the Commission:

"There remains, however, cne further important aspect of
somne of the recent public criticism of universities, of
the proposasls to cut subsidies and cof the public advicz -
on how to deal with student unrast, Thae Minister under-
standably =2sks us to await the findings of thz Commission
of Enquiry, He natur2lly and rightly axpzcts us, th-t

is the whole Scuth Africcn public, to hzve full cenfidance
in tha obj2ctivity and copen-mindedness of the Commission
and cf its approach te its task, But we in turn sursly
have 2 right to expact thet no member of the Commission
will commit himself publiecly and passionately, especially
from the much publicised and impcrtant platform of
Pzrliamant, to o porticular kind of thinking on matters
which the Minister reminds us are still under the =2ttenticn
of the Commissicn, This has been happening over racent
wezks and it is this fact that gives the real relavance
and anxiety to scme cf ths views so publicly and force-
fully expressed, Indzed, one must alsc wonder whethex
any professional politician, within the inevitable inhiba-
itions and pressures of loyalty tc a2 party cutlock, can

be regarded os wzll suited for membership of o Commission
with such widz-ronging terms of reference on controversial
iusues of public zoncern,"

Cditoricls in leading English language newspapers reacted strongly,
The Argus (7/6/71) stated:

"Senator Owen Horwood's suggesticn...is more surprising,
He knows. better than most: that. without state aiﬂ the
universities could not poessibiy function,

"Wholesoma student participatim in pelitics is os natursl
a5 their inter=st in sport, It is impcrtant that it
should be encourzgad, Part cf » uvniversity's functicn
is to equip ~tudents for » positive role in public life,
It is cf for less imp~rtance what cousaes students espouse,
The wvitzl issue is that they should grow incrzasingly
awar2 ¢f the problams which face the ccrmunity,™

The Dzil- Dispatch (&/6/71) rem:rked:

"Portentious hints and threats have besn uttered against
student leaders and their cutspokennsss and tha suggestion
has now been: made that the government nay withhold ncrmal
state subsidizs to those uriversities which do not crack
own on NUSAS,

\
"The latest student whine comes frem' that political hybrid
rzalie. Senator Horxrw ood,
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"Briefly Nation2list leacders have for some time implied

that certain churchmen and certain students were  subversive,
Why then, in the name of 2ll that is precious- t¢ the volk,
do they not charge and try these subversives in 2 court Df
law? ' For years  now the only anti=-student acticns have
been rzids, searches and threats." |

The Raond Daily Mail commented (8/6/71):

"As others have zlready peinted out, anycne who understands
what universitizs are all cbout will reject such an icen
out of hand, Intarestingly enuugh Senator Horwood
re;ectad it toe, in his ncademic days, He made a major
Point in his inaugural speech as Principal of Natal
University in 1966 of stressing thot a government's
financing of a University did not give it the right to
interfere in the University's internzl affairs, Which
suggests that the Senator is now mouthing a party line.

"If so then let the Government taka early warning thaot
there will be a great outcry. Our English language
universitizs and thz ecmmunity they serve cherish their
ancient tracdition cf academic freasdcm, And they hove
a right to damand that 2 government which is forever
proclaiming the sanctity of group traditicns should prace
tise what it przaches and keep its hands off this one,"

Reaction from student circles was direct, NUSAS ot ona stage
considered legzl steps to have Heorwood recused from the Ccommissicn,
Lack of finance, however, prevented this course of action being
followed,

When the S,R.C, delegntion from the University of Cope Town

arrived in Pretoriz =2t the end of August to present svidence,

they submitted a2 resolution cbjscting to the continu2d pressnce

of Horweod on the Ccmmission, The resclution was passed at

a U,C. T, 5.R.C, meating on August 25th, 1971l. It noted that

by his suggested withdrawl of subsidies from universitizs unless
students ceased political activitizs, Senctor Horwcod had committed
h'mself publicly on the very issues which thz Comrission is ot

was inwoostigeating, "Senator Horwood'!s pecsiticn in the

Senatae and his public utterances can herdly increase public
cenfidence in the cbjectivity of this Commission's findings,"

The Comnission unanimously considarad the resclution "impertine
2at, lackirg in good taste and contemptucus cf & judicizl
comnission of enquiry cppointed by the State President, - It

brings discredit on the Univarsiiy of:Cope Town and. its studant
commumnity," ;
The S.R.C. Celegation was thbn dismissed before submitting
2vidence,

At the Natz2l Nationelist Party Congress iu October, 1971, Hcr-
wood warned of o "grave conspiracy" against the country by CeL =
tain university members, newspaparmen and churchaen, He

again urged the government tc curtzil the subsidies of univer-
sities where students misbehaved

It became c¢lz2ar thot strong eriticism »f his -ublic witerances
ancd calls to resign from the Commissior had littl: effect cn
Hrrwood, It hos forced us tc questicn to what extent
affilistion to another group, be It 2 sscret sceciety cr 2
r~iitieccl party, would 5ub¢ﬂn5c1nlsly infliuerc2 the decisions
of members of such scciety or paztiy on ccntrovarsizl aspects
of ti:e Commissicn's invest-® jat’ ms,



$tudent lzadership on the Snglish langunge campusas has little
confidencs thot the Commission will 23 a whole, be in a position
to adopt an independent and objective a;prnanh to these aspecgts,

Sl

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION- RELEVANT RESPOMNSES

There hove been contradictcory responses Trom the Minister off
National Bducation, Senctor G.F, van c¢ar Spuy to the call for
actixn cgainst universitizs ond NUSAS, He will obvicusly bea

2 centrpl figurz in the government's rasponse to the Commission's
report and legislation arising thevefrom, i

In the Assembly con the 8th June, 1971, he made it clear that he

was not considering acticn agninst stuﬂents who protastzd on
political issues os long as they did not break the law, that

thaere was no question of curbing the rights of any citizens to
protest politically, (Ironic in light of the recent Gathering
and Demcnstrations Bill which curbed public protest within a
specific area of Cape Town, freguent proclamatiosns banning open

air gatherings, and rumours that the Government intends ilntroducing
amendments to the Rictous Assemblies act which will further

curtail the limited rights to protest.)

Speaking to a nmotion at the Free State Nationel Party Congress in
September, 1471, van der Spuy said the reduction or suspension
of a university subsidy was a2 dragstic move which would amount to
punishing the innocent mnjnrity bensuse of the zttitude of a

minocrity.

"T do not soay the Governonent will never be forcsd inte this,
but 2t the moment the feeling is that we wanld not like to
toke this drastic action. I want to moke it clear that the
universities omust not see In this & sign of weakness on this
Goyernmznt 's port, If they do, thay sre nistaken., Let
them make ne mistake zbout it, the CGovernment will do its
duty to the toxpayers of this country,™

At the Trapsvaal Nocional Party Congress in Oetobery he again
rejected a call for o subsidy cut, but warned that the militant
minox ity of "Leftist, liberalist, ~ad cmmmuinist oagitstors™ would
ke ripped out of South Africor universitis. '"Root znd Branch',

L2 conti..ued thoat the von Wyk de Vries Commission report would
be availobkle =arliy the following year and that "If the gevernment
finds that we must taks actlun, then you can rest ﬂssurad w2 will
take that acticn,™ A A, :

"mic have told the UhlU“IEltiEE th t we do not want tu do
it {(cut subsidis) but the Covernment expects tha universities
to get their housesz in nrder " i

At the NMatal Nationslist Pairty Congress, hz threatensd that if
wniversity 2uthoritics were mot prepsred Lo ''get their houses in
order " very serious considerostion would be given to withdr=wing
or reducing subsidiesg,

At the 1972 Congress of the Free Stote Natiopal Farty i

feptembe. , van der Spuy snnonanced that an urgant inter. m report

of the van ¥k de Vrics Comrission on student ~ff2irs wwould

soon be ready. This repo: wuld form the basis «f any govern-
mznt legislsation, Also ta¥on into account would be the findinges -
if availatble - of the Schlzbusch FParliamersary Commission into

N AS apd thred other orgonisatior :,
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In his speeoh he made several points:

- He wculd not invade university cutonomy by screening foreign
staff and students; > ;

- He would not tzke actin z2gainst the re-admission to university
of demonstrating students who had cgntravEned the law; and

- He again rejected the demnnd that uniuersity EUhElﬂlEE be
suspended when no discipline was exercised,

In an interview with the Sunday 4xpresa, 10/9/72, he stated that
a proposal to institute.a subsidy grant to indlvldual students
as a means of curbing student unrest, had definitely not been
included in the Commission's 1nterim report,

"However, legislation in connec¢tion with students will nec-
essarily be based on the report of the Commission," -

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS

The Daily News {11K1Df?2] carried a statement by Mr, Justice
van Wyk de Vries t'hat an interim report of the Commission had
been completed and handed to the State President, Senator
van der Spuy announcad in Parliament on the 1?{2{?3 that the
Government was considering an interim report on student
activities drawn up the van Wyk de. Vries Commissicn,

In March, the Prime Minister, Mr, Vorster, focussed attention

cn university zuthorities whom he said would have themselves to
blame for any action the government might take after the
publication of the van Wyk de Vries Commission repert, Vorster
said he had told English University Principals of his "doepest
concern at what I regard as weak discipline and lock of
guidance 2t certain of their universities",

FORECASTS

Early in 1973 the Sunday Tribune mande severnl speculative,
forecasts regarding the raport cf the van Wyk de Vries
Ccmmission of Enquiry into Whitz universities, Anong the
measures listed were:

(o) Government contrcl over the appointmert of university
prin-ipals.

(r) Blocking overseas funds received by NUSAS and banning its
multiracial nembership,

(c) Government power to forcz universities to withdraw from any
'inter -~university orgonisation! like NUSAS, desmad undesirzble
by the Minister of Educatinm, If student bodies refusz to
racognize a ministerial edict that they withdraw support
from an orgonisation like NUSAS, thz Mini_ter will bhave the
power to fine the administration perhans ten times the
affiliation fee paid by the studants tc the crganisation,
If tha Minister is still not satisfizd, hes may ban the
inter-university organisation outright.

plan to fine university adminstrations if s Ti. » OF
d) A pl to fi i it dminstrati if stude
staf’ are arrested while taking part in anti-gover: ment
activities such 2s picketting or prmphleteering,

University zcuthorities: will thus be forced to :rack down

hard on antigovernment students and staff, If they don't
substantizl '"fines' will be deducted from the government
grar..-,

Cencurrert with thds msasur , t" 2 repoi!® ccontinucsd, wouald be an
wnerease in tate grants to the universities, "l it described
this measurs as the 'sugar in the bittsr Jtiscir .acry pilIl",



i i I

- 1l =

These forecasts have obviously given rise to widespread interest
and concern in English language Univarsity circles, In some
cases they have been brushed aside as mere speculation =2nd a
prejudgement of the issue, An oft-repeatec response has been:
'We must wait until the report is made public’,

There is of :nurse, v:]ic:ty to this responsz, but the danger is
that it can engender an zir of complacency, when clearly what is
needed is vigilance,

Senator' van der Spuy annnuncnd in Saptamher 1972, ‘that'the  *°
appointment of university principals.would in futura be based

cn the findings of the van Wyk de Vries Commission of Enquiry
into universities, (Sunday Express 5/11/72) Should the
Minister of Education have the right to veto a university m
nomination, it would effectively deprive the university of the
right to choose its own principal. It wauld be naive to

suggest that the criteria used by a2n English language university
in making such 2 choiece would concur with that of the government.

Blocking oversaesas funds to NUSAS would severcely hamper the
cperation of its many and veoried projects, The Medical
Scholarships, Prison 3ducation, General Schelarships and Lozns
progrommes raly fairly heavily on overssas support, =-s do the
Wages and Econcmics and seminsr programmes, The considerabls
general administration costs are covared largely by affiliation
fees received from the affilistaed centras,

In racent months the National Union has concentrated on raising
monay in South Africz, but NUSAS is a rapidly expanding organis-
ation 2nd a curtailment of funds from overs2as would seriously
hamper its future develcopment, Conmbine with this & move on the
part of the government to stop or tamper with thz prasent
mathed of coentre affiliation, and NUSAS wcould bz in dire
financial straits.,

Direct government intervention such as fining university
acministrations should th2y not 'contzin dissicdent students'!

has grave implications, apart from a direct erosion ef civil
liberties anc university autoncmyt guch external pressure on

a university council would inevitably lea? to tension within
the university community and 2 concomitant likelihood o dis-
agreement and polarization on certain issues, It woulc reflect
21sc on the competence of those men whe comprisa the university
counrils tc ensure the smooth running of their universities.

CONCLUSTION

It is highly likely that the report of the vaon Wyk de Vries
Commigsion will be tabled in Parlisment durir- the forthcoming
s2ssion,

While student leacders reccgrize that the precise recommandations -
cf the commission cannot be forscast with any dagrees of certain-
ty, we believe the foutual infoim:tion containad in this
document is sufficient tc engender o fe2eling of conca.., among
umembers of the English language university @ommunitiz: bpe it
among students, academics or administratodls,

Wa believa/,....
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We belicve that a - further onslaught on. university zutonomy and.
student rights is5 imminent, “We balieve, teo, thot the :English
langukge uvniversity communities through common, interegts apd . -
aspirations constitute o fairly unique, identifiable group in
South African scciety, Unwarranted gttocks or action agoinst-
individusls and groups of individuals, or a2 raestriction of
tracitionally occepted practices within these communitizsa,
further undermines ou¥ tenuous position, It is sufficient cause
for adaguate preparation, consultation and couragzous commitment
to maintain those principles anc pragtices which we have
traditionally supportec, | . '

Charles Nupen - ' :
FRESIDENT - ’




