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FOREWORD

Many of our families arrived in this country from the pogroms and racially
fuelled violence of Europe. In their luggage they carried not only the hope of a
better life for themselves, but also a cultural heritage that placed respect and
kindness at the forefront of family and communal values.

They did not come to a country which always embraced these values, and
as in the andent times of Lot, they lived in places and circumstances which
forced individuals into uneasy positions.

Memory and remembrance are critical measures. Without knowing from
whence we came, and what we experienced, how can we know where to
proceed? It is important to remember that while some of our families were far
away, interned in Gulags, dying in Nazi camps, prospering in the New
World, and fighting for the establishment of the State of Israel, we South
African Jews were also playing out some nuance in the tapestry of moral
dilemma.

It is perhaps appropriate that the idea for this book germinated around a
heated Friday night Shabbes discussion concerning the role Jews played in
bringing about change in South Africa. Suddenly the thought struck me how
important it was to document at least some of these lives and stories.

History often distorts the past, either glorifying or vilifying its content. Itis
my hope that the stories contained in this volume will do neither, but rather
fairly reflect the lives of some remarkable people who helped shape our
present dispensation.

Mervyn Davidowitz
Johannesburg 1996
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