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WHISPERING CAMPAIGN AGAINST
DR. MOROKA ,

By JORDAN K. NGUBANE

ECTIONS of the African as
well as the European Press
continue to devote considerable
space to rumours that Dr:
Moroka, President General of
the African National Congress,
might not seeb re-election when
the Congress meets at Kimberley
in anaual conference a little
more than a fortnight from
today, Dr. Moroka himself
made his position quite-clear in
a recent interview with ‘Drum,’
when he said that he would be
willing to serve his people in
apy capacity; in other words, if
_the African people still want
him, he would accept re-
election, .
The persistence with which
his alleged intention to retire
from politics is being discussed
raises two suspicions, Either
the reports of his alleged inten-
tions are inspired by the authori-
ties in the hope that they might
sow confusion in the ranks of
the defiance campaigners or they
are a clumsy move on the part
of Dr. Moroka's opponents to
shake popular confidence in him,

—— - Buttosee the whole matter

in its proper perspective, let us
have a glance at the reasons
alleged to be responsible .mo-.
Dr, Moroka’s desire to retire,
Firstly, it is beiog said that Dr,
Moroka still smarts under what
he felt to be a pointed snub from
his workipg committee about

two or three months ago. when

the latter issued @ statement in
copflict with a propouncement
he had made earlier to the effect
that the race guestion was
essentially South Africa’s dom-
estic affair.

Secondly, it is being said that

Dr, Moroba bas been frightened
by the threat to imprison him
under the Suppression of Com-
munism Act, It is being said
that he declined to seek the
advice of Counsel for Congress
when prepariag his defence to
ghow he had no sympathies
with his colleagues on the nae
tional working committee.

To make it a little more
spicy, it is being Em.:.a that
there is reason to believe .Qwa
broad hints have been given
to him by the Government that
if he makes no public appear-
ances on Congress Ewaoﬁz.
he might have the case against
himself withdraws,

Thirdly, it is beiog mcmmm.m.&m
that when th? Police raided
the Congress head offices they
laid their hands on decuments
and correspondence about which
Dr. Moroka knew nothing.

Some of the letters, it is said,
were alleged to bave been
signed by him when, in fact,
he had not done this,

From this the outlines of the
oppressor's strategy emerge
clearer.. By all means, Dr,
Moroka will be held out as a
reasopable man; a moderate
man whose prestige is being
exploited by the political
“gecoundrels” in the working
committee who forge his sig-
pature or something like that
to achieve their own selfish
ends,

But what are the facts of
the whole matter? Both Dr.
Moroka and his executive coms=
mittee " (and, therefore the
workipg committee as well)
were elected on the non.
cadlaboration card; He and
advisers in the executive coms-
mittee as well as in the pro-
vinces, pledged themselves to
carry out the Jg49 programme
of action.

And since his election this
is what he has done to im-
plement his promise: He re-
sigoed from the NRC and in
that way brought an end to
that useless body; he called
out the Africans to protest
against oppression on June 26,
1950; he brought into being
the [ndo-African alliance and,
finally, called for 10,000 volun-
teers to defy unjust laws and
go to prison for it, As I wrote
the response is well on the way
to reaching the eight thougand
mark 1f these has not sur.
prised him, it certainly has
exceeded the expectations of
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about six months. These are
the people who will attend the
annual conference either in
person or through their de-
legates; When they get to
conference they will expect Dr.
Moroka to tell them what to
do, now that they have shown
they are a solid and dis-
ciplined army of [ree-loving
men and women ready to do
his bidding. I cannot imagine
Dr. Moroka saying he has called
them to say be has decided
not to lead them anymore,
after the sacrifices they made
to obey his call!

The enemies of the. Alfrican
people, of course, Rnew that Dr.
Moroka is a dangercus man to
trifie with, Enjoying as he
does the confidence of the
Africans in all the provinces of
the Upion, they knew that he
will not rest before he has got
what he set out to obtain for
them, The best thing to do
now is to start something very
much akin to a whispering
campaign. It it develops in
volume and creates ill-feeling
in the ranks of Congress, our
enemies shall have triumphed.
If it can persuade Dr: Moroka
that he should clear out of
Congress and make himself a
world laughing-stoch, our
enemies will be the first (o
poke fun at him.

All this, however, should not
be read as an attempt to
suggest that everything is in
order inside thie African National
Congress, There are small,
mainly non-African pressure
groups inside the High Com-

mand of the resistance campaign .
which exercise an influenc® ouf

of all proportion to E&T&mm_\._m_

contribution to the~"struggle
itself. = -
There is a teddency to take it

for mhwnp&‘#_m. the Trapsvaal
£ubuld have the biggest say in

some of the leaders of Congres§ the conduct of the campaign,

itself. =

In short, the African people
have, in three short years,
demonstrated as clearly as is
bumanly possible that they are
solidly behind Dr. Moroka.
He, on his part, bas shown
openly that he is a man of
courage, a man who will not
baulk at the idea of taking
grave decisions. Why he shouid
think of runping away from
his people when everything is
now in his faveur; when his
pelicy is meetling with success
evesywhere, in spite of provoca-
teurs who stir up riots, is
something [ cannot wunder.
stand., Above everything Dr,
Moroka called out ien thousand
Africaps to go to jail. And
by the time the conference of
the African National Copgress
meets in Kimberley nearly ten
thousand men and women shall
have gone to prison in just

when its performasce does not
in apy way compare with the
megnificent achievements o
Dr. J. L. Z Njoagwe's Cape
Congress.
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There are other tensions, not
only inside the High Command
but also in the provincial Con=
gresses, But none of these are
of such a nature as to warrant
a dangerous demonstration by
the President-General of the
African National Congress,

Nor is there a rival on the
horizon strong enough to unseat
Dr, MoroRa at the moment, It
is true, the liberals and some of
their friends are already trying
to build up what they have
been pleased to call “moderate
African leaders” Dr. A. B.
Xuma, Dr, Moroka’s predecessor
in office, has been given the
widest publicity in the White
Press of late, The idea was to
make him the rallying-point of
the so-called African moderates
and, if possible, to persuade
him to stand against Dr.
Moroka; In a recent Press
statement, however, Dr, Xuma
stated quite clearly that today
there is no such a thing as- an
“African moderate.” In other
words he made it plain that his
sympathies are overwhelmingly
with the resistance cawpaign,
And there is every reason why
he should feel this way. Oaly
a short while ago, one of his
closest personal friends, the
Reverend James Calata, of Cra-
dock, was debarred from preach-
ing the word of God for six
-months by the. Christian--Ggy=
ernment  of -Dzniel Francois
Malan. 1f there was a’moderate
African leader, Mr, Calata was
one—=in the fine sense of the
te' ; an upright and Christian
§.¢ntleman endowed with great

scourage and abiding love for

Africa. What has it profited
bim? To be banned as though
he were a Communist agent
which he never has been; is
not and is not likely ever to
be.

Against this background, the
wisest attitude to take at this
stage towards the rumours
about Dr. Moroka’s intention to
retire is that they are one more
attempt to break up the defiance
campaign, ;

P.O. Box 96,

Stockists of :-—

FURNITURE Ete.

Vegetables.
4 Vegetables.

To Furnish Your Home Economically
See

LALA BABHAI & CO. (PTY.) LTD.

107 Prince Edward Street,

NEW & RECONDITIONED FURNITURE & HOUSE-
HOLD EFFECTS. RADIOS & RADIOGRAMS, MUSI-
CAL INSTRUMENTS, SEWING MACHINES & OFFICE

Exporters and Commission Agents for MNatal Fruit and
We specialize in green ginger and Iridian
Wholesale only.

Box 96, Durban,

Phone 2447I.

DURBAN.

Write for particulars




