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1 am.glad 1o see you in such large ;nmbers. No doubt you haVejiﬁﬁs
come® everyone of you to take from me a message from the African ;
flational Voagress. L wish, at the outses, to tell you tnat today is
a.memorable day, & historic day, a dey tnag'zou wili always rememoer,
Iv 1s & aay tnat will ring’'down the oountless generations ot Afrivens
iu.. this land, :

inre2 hundred years 8go Jan VYan Riebeeck larded ugpn_the shores
of this land. wince tnat day many things have heppened, &gga;agﬁuth
Afrioa is remindggg hersell o1 those events which make the pattern
of her story of three csnturles ago. In Cape-Town todgy the vsn hHiebesok
¢eolebrations have reached an unpreoedented e¢limax in the splendour and
the pomp, the pageantry and the ceremony uftk?g merk the occasion., X%
he shite men's cup of joy is overflowing.

The ruropeans have every réason to feel happy end to displayr bued
Joy upon tnis cologsal scale. lhey haeve spresd .themselves upon this
vagt eXpanse of laend.they nave found a land;;icn wiva minerals.ihey
have éxploited and are still tapszing the nineral weslth of dHouvh 4fréca,
ihe soil has ylelded abundanbly. rtheir factories, twhelr warenouses add
thelr commercial undertakings show the measurs of thelr prosperity.
Taken man for man the iuropeans of this land are sowe of the richest
people in the world, World statistics show that they are some of the
heslthiest people of the world.

sut we africans also look back over that psriod of three hundeed

! years. We see a record of sadness. We know thet 300 ¥ears =go Van

! Riebeeok was sent specifically by the Dutch Hast lndiaaéampany to tradse
with the aborigines of this landj We know how he snd his christien
curopesn corvfatriots obtained land fror tne unsophisticated non=chrisuk
noh-.uropeans.ne romember the cattle deals of vnose early days, We

know tnat the institution of slevery =~ Dy which the muropeans in thss
lznd aeld the Non=.surop.ans of this lend in bondage nearly two hundrdd
out of t+ uiree hundred years = came With Ven Riebeeck, The first FPass

oavs
d.awv s 283ed aoout a hundred and £ifty,ago.

The »rest Trek ovened un South africa to White benetratinn. Tt



14 that the voortreskkara would s6t up thelr ocwn etate in whioch they
114 maintain proper relationships betwﬁggimaater and servast, #hen

thoy get up thelr first ropublio in Natal shey saw $0 it that a olause

was ingerted in thelr gonstitution that there wds to be no equality
betwaeen the Buropeans and thu Africans either in the Ohurch or in tae
state. This was no apesisl whim of the Voortvekkers in ﬂatél because
'in the itmteh republics of the Free staéégind the Tranalaa{méhat
ocnstitutional provision was cardinal. e were looked upon as servanga
and enemies.

pBut nes the gttitude of uh; vhite man changed ? To remember k
the 191} Mines and #orks Aot whioh debars us from skilled employment,
t0 remember both the 1615 and the ;{a:sa Land Aets which have alotted
t0 the &million africans about 13 i of the land and the 87 % to the
2 million suropeans; to remambor the ¥age and Conoiliation Aots
whioh racognize colour rather than erficienoy in the matter of salarie
and wages; %o remember the 1931 Bantu Authoritﬁos A0t which aims at
outting ns up invo warring sribes; 1s to come t0 one obvious answer -
fio ¢ The attinude\yf the White man to the BaLok has not altered in
these 300 yoars.v&e have no Afriean rembér of Parliement, In the army,
in the Navy and in the air Force the soukh afridan Government would
revher train suropean women to defend this ocountryx thah train one
african, 1he attitude of the nhite ;an nas nov changed.

we have always been kept at arms length., e neve never been
asgepled as partners, {o-day at Gape-Town 1t is clear to the stone.o
blind tgat the selebrations are intended for the :uropeans only.No
Afrioan hes been invited to takd part in the celebrations in any
way that would give him recognitiofi end adcord respect to hls peonls

We are said to be 1nfluenceﬁ by communiam, That acousation is
loudest when we are most insistent on a just redognition of our righf
Anyone who asservs tho rights of the down trodden 1s labelled a commu:
nisv. These toy and bogey communists are fomnd in every walk of lifes
some oY tvhe highest clericals, some of our most eminent men of law,
hﬁoators. ﬂeaonera and professors, fagtory hands and mine oclerks.,They
are not e perty. Any and evarﬂm%ho raisee nis voloe for justice axd
feirplay iz said %0 bve a communist. I wish to atate hers most

emphatically that we, the africsn National Congress, are not /



whioh make us ory out. 80 long as they exist and are perpetuated
so long will tho voioce of the Africens go up against them.

That volee no men ocan silence.Only peace and good-will, the removal
of the conditiors which breed thege unaoceptable clirocumstances
will silence that voice, '

Po-day we should all he rejoicing after 30U years of living
togethar. But evreybody knows that we are not all happy. 1 wish to
remind the Guropeans of this eountry vaat in taking stook of the
past 30U years they cannot escape the fact that whatsver page
they turn in the hiavory of South Africafl they find 1% red with
the blood of the fallen, they find ill-will and inseourity written
plainly aorcas the pages. I appeal to them Lo welgn and consider
and say if a different coursme of events over the past 30U years
oould not have pald them and us better dividends. I appeal %o them
to give us freedom for that alone will bring peace and harmony in tB
this country. it 48 upon that foundation of peace harmony and
goodwill . that the future of Jouth Africa can be secursed,

I neke these stataments and I send these appeals L0 the
huropeans of South asfrica bedause our cause is just, de fear nikR
nothing. We have nothing %0 hide,

4 wien to address nmyself more direotiy 0 you Afrioans,
khy have the huropeans succeedsd ln whe past 500 years to Keep you

down ?
{a) One answexr %0 this yuestion is vo ne sought in the introduction

of Christisnity to you.To you was preached a religlon of love amd
mituel trust. You believed implictiy in all what the Bible tesches
gbout the charsster of e good man. You trusted your neizhbours es
good christien men and women ought to 40 . When ,at'terwards anybody
suggested to you that you would do well to taink of the tnings of
this world for those who brought you that religlon thought first of
the things of thls world, you would not bsllieve .,

4ynat very religlon whieh has come from the suropeans has
torn you asunder. iou are broken up into hundreds of religious seots
whiolh are y&?,ad one eguainst tahe otier,
(pjiou nave been divided .5ome of you are sald to be Keserve Africans

others are sald o be farm anvives, and there are. town Natives, f
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; ring tribes., You are one race, That fact must be uppeBmost in our
inde. 1t must be the very guiding star of our national endeavours.

It is the eim of the Natlonal Uongress to seek %o further our natinona
aspirations.We have no room for tribal disvinotions whioh are &t the
root of our wealkness in the face of those who seck to maxe us
perpagaal newsrs of wood and drawers of water.There is no one tribe
whioh can say it has been given the freedom and the rights for whhoch
wé as a natlonal organlsation strive. lhere ias no one chief who  aan
tell us tnat ne hap the freedom and bae rights for whican we, the
Africen Natlional Congress, fight for eamch one of you individual men
end wowdn. ihe Mantu suthorities Bill is said to give to the African
chiefs freedom to rule itheir own people, But we must Know that the
ability of an Afriocan chief vo ixule nis own people will be Judged by
. how faithfully he carries out the wishes of the Govermment.
(e)another explanation why you and the rest of the Non-guropeans have
been such an essy prey to the oppreassion of the white man is that you
have besen made o looK upou he Uoloureds end the Indiens as foreigner
and your ermies, The Goloureds and the Indiens ashve also been made
j to look down upon you. This is a subtle and permicicus aim to divide
you None=iAuropoeans,

all the Rom=sulopeans of this country must oome Logether. Lf
! they do not, then they héve nobody to blame but thempelves. sut you
must know,XMat and the Coloureds and the Indiens must also know, tLat
unless this lesson is thorouen;y and truly mastered, you and they will
never live uo see the dawn of tue day of your rreedom in this country.

e have come here to-day to take a solemn oath thet we will

mster all our foroes of mind,body and soul to see that this stete of

affairs, thése crusning conditions under which we live shall not

] eontinue any .ionger., we wlsn to meke 1v olear to tne'ﬁhite men of thls
| land and to the world abroad that we bear no men a grudge. but we will
do everytaing possible to fignt against tne infquity of the laws
under wnlch we are made t¢ live. We @0 back t0 our several aomes from

this meeting determined that #hat happened to our forefatners will B

not bhappen to our sons and daughters.

I in conclusion 1 again appsal to you t0 maintain‘ ocelmness



them.No one should aot on his own. By =t doing Yyou may expose your=-
sel?f to vietimisetion. Those who ere not with us are definltely against

ug,
iou ﬁ&?‘ supyort your organisation = tine african hational vongi
ot e

You %ust'uyo make your organisstion & power to reckon with,

peat

1l wish to meke a apeoizﬁnto the educated nor-Buropeans to help
our pe?ple et this crossing of the roads, Lome together yourselves
ard by your eXample tesch our men and women what 1t is to organise,
what it is t0 eleol leaders and what it is to follow faithfully those
whom we have eleetaed. it is in this respact that you oarry upon your
shoulders a mighty responsivility.

1 wish you all suecess for the future. I am not at all the moeti:
organixed by the African National Longreass. Hut 1 am with those
thousands ana thousands®/men end women who, like you, to~day have
ocme %0 rededicate themselves to the cauas of freedom end peace.

You and I wish them the very best of luck.

Dixe ¢ odeiOulnae rregidenv~-uenerslialriocan National Uongress.
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