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aimberley and the africans.

4 am happy vo be with you vo-day in ..dmberley and to address tnis

meeting.

The discovery of diamonds 8o years ago in Lnese partve oi south aAlrica
began a new era in the colourful aisvory of this country.unai discovery
was and has veen aince the waterrall of tde ecoriomic and industrial
development of south africa. sefore it the history ox wouth africa wag
the history of a comparatively speaking smell outpost of suropean
settlement in tne southermost part of the continent of sfrica and vast
numbers of an 1ndigen9ua african population whose contact with the
sUropeans was almoat conflned to the battle fields,

shere can be no doubt that there were evidences of some progress
whioh the settiement had made..here were schools in tne vape; there
were some xinds of roads tnﬁt had been built;some progress had besn
made in tne construction of the. dooks at vapelown, sut that progress
was novhing compared witn the tempo and magnichae of tne phenomenal
brogress wnich was an inevitable and necessary¢ concomitant of the
discovery of diamonds in these partas.,

shousands and t housands of people from overseas came and poured
into this part of soutn Africa.ss it were overnight the town of aimody
Sprang up.rort allzabeth and rest iondon grew into magnificent towns
and vital outlets to the outside world.uverseas Capital flowed into
vouth afrioa vo help industrialize and in many ways improve tne
states of South aAfrioca which were passing through difticuls Tinancial
timesignd whose ﬁrospacts of advancement were meagre and dlsheartenig.
Iowns spfang upemarkets were enlarged.ncads were buillt into Tne
interior,and as s0o0n as the raillway came into oouth Africa,railway
lines threaded their way into the country to nelp open up the intverior.
lour grand-fatners and fathers played a vital roie in tnés colossal
drame.shey formed sn integral pert of tae story of those daye as wney
neve continued and shall continue to form an inteyral Jar't or tne
nistory of south africa,

ihe towns and the roads were bulit by african mesnual labour., agri-

culture flourished very largely because tnere was at hand a phentiiul
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Jnd,fathers and your fathers.in an amezlngly short time the town of

S

Kimberley became not only the hub of the economic and industrial l1life
of oouth africa,but nimberley placed southern africa upon the industrial
map of the world. i1 wish to repaet that the africans played a very
considerable and substantial part in the maxing ol the greatness o
aimberley and in the ushering in of a period ot economic advancement
in the nistory of wouth africa.

1t was avalueble contribution whica the africans made to the growia
of south africa.it was a contrivution which in meny 1nstances was valu-
ntary..t was a contribgtion also which was designed,controlled and
thrust upon the africanse.nhen it was thus organised it was nothing b&t
sheer exploitation, for it was designed and controlled for tne exclusive
penefit ot those who deaigned and controlled it.

in i894 the ulen urey nct of veoll nhodes the then prime minister
of the uape was passed., rhere are many aspects of this law which arc
commendable.»y a perpetual quitrent system of lend tenure it repaloced
tne outmoded communal system of tenure with its inadeyuate inducement
ror measures of permanent improvement.mhen and where this law was applied
there nas been an immediate harvest of penefit to both the africans
and the rest of oouth Africa.it has meant the voluntaery adpption of bnose
agricultural measures which have improved the soll and enhanced the
value of oouth africa for botn .lack and white.

sut there is a provision in this law to which the africans offer
tne stoutest objection.it 1s that aspect of it oy which africans were
forced to leave their ramilies in the neserves and wative territories
ao thet they might come and work in the mines = notebly the wve peers
vonsolidated mines of simberiey.wabour which is externally compelled
has always been cheap and such lebour is undemocratic and to tnat eséant
not in the pest interests of those upon whom it is thrust. men must wors
when they feel the inner urge to do s0..hey must work wnere they are
tree to offer theil labour and sxkill to tne highest pidder upon a free
market.any other description of conditions of labour is a description
of conditions of slavery, and we only echo the chorus of the

judgment of centuries when we say that slave labour is undemocratic and

grnsslv immoral.
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ntegral component of the urban population.ashis 1s a fact which 1is as
jfﬁiistorioally true as it is alarming when one squares it up with the very
4 real and substantiel contribution which the africans have made and are

making to the rige and growih of the towns and the cities of oouth Africa.

it means that whilst nimberlely eand other towns and cities in south Africa

grew in size and splendour the African counterparts attached to these

towns and ocities remained ahabby,unhygenic.dilapidated and a very poor

commentary on the opportunities which the africans have had to promote

their socisl emenities and advancement. LOOkK at the ruropean part of

aimberley..ook at the locations which in their filth enclose the town.

we dont have all the splendid and convenient amenities of the towns

because they are too good for us , or begause we do not desire them.

rer be it }They are not too good for us. We deaire them very ardently.

we do not have them because wsouth Africen soclety has been 8o qrdered

by the suropeans as to deny us opportunities of aocquiring these

amenities as quickly and as fully as has been the case with suropeans.

+he most pernicious feature of this matter is that the employment

of africen lebour upon such terms and under such conditions as fit 1

into the pattern of conditions of slvery has beeome,a permanent feature

of african labour in the commerce and industries of south africa.

Vur trade unions are denied government recognition and this means &

that we oannot bargein with our labour and skill.lthe industriali colour

ber has debarred us from engaging in skilled occupations and this has

implied and been made explicit tnat our labour,wnatever 1%s quality,

hes tne stamp of colour on it and ror tnet untenable reason it is

inferior and should be rewarded as inferior work,

upjust Laws
The 19.3 end 1936 Land Acts have kraaled us into small and overorowddd

Keserves where there are no industries or commercial undertakings to offer

us employment.in the towns and industrial settlements we live under some

of the mostv inhuman conditions to be found anywhere in the world..ink the

neserves we atarve and are thereby at the mercy of the farmers,the mines

and the indusspdal and commercial centres who,organised as they are

st newarfnl amnlovment machines,can dictate to the government and
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ﬁ#n the towns the governmentb,the pmnicipalities have a close and tight

fﬁﬁhold on our political,economic and even sociasl 1life.in these towns

many of us have no places where to lay our heads.ithose who have some
kind of roof over thelr heads, such roofs are hopelessly insufficient
and many of them are very obviausly unsuiteble.ihese are some of the
conditions under which eur people live and these and other lnhuman
end unacceptable conditions are bred by unjust laws.rhese laws are
specifically framed to create a political ,economic and social set-up
which is intended to place us where we are = in a pesition of utter
subordination and subjection = in spite of ( and perhaps because of)
the contribution which we have made and continue to make to the general
material and social wellfare of this couniry.

+the unjust laws under which we live are a legion.the rass Laws;the
lews which make possible beer raids ln the locations; laws which deny
us freedom of movement, laws which deny us freedom of speech; laws
which reserve certain conveniences, amenities and essentials!'for kurppeans
only' , and a host of others which are t00 numerous to be here
catalogued are not just a nuisence %c use. ‘rhey are a serious danger
which threatens our very existence politically, economically and sochkally.
we are opposed to these laws and we wish to show our utter and inflekiple
disapproval of these laws not bDecause we want to give the government
an extra piece of work, We object to these laws because they are xdBj
designed in such a way a8 to destroy our politiocal life.they reducex
us to sterk poverty and want, and they starve our souls and leave nothing
for us to do and to live for.

+he new Abolition of rass Laws oill is nothing but a pass law.it is
a pasa law of the deepest dye.it is worse than any previous pass law for
40 injury it adds the unbearable insult of applying to our women folk.
it is not a law to abolish pesses.it is Tather a law to make more
effective and to widen the s00pe of the applicetion of the pass laws,
african women will now have to carry passes and. tnose Airicans in the
neserves who have not,before,cerried passes will, i n terms of this
pill also have %o cerry passes, this is a bad lew.it 1s an unjust law,
and it 1s a source of frustration and humiliavion to the african people.

m e made tam i emmde o~ Pavnae AP aananiwetinn  af afriasn oninion non



e true representatives of the people of south africa at UNO and other
7 inter-territorial and inter-national forums are those whom the people of
oouth Afrios have democratically elected, not htose whom some outside,

however well-meaning,people choose for sputh aAfrica. Those aAfrican maen
whom the wovernment chose to consult on this new rass 811l oould not be
acoepted by the afriocens as thelr true representalives and spoKesmer.
+hey are locel rether than national leaders. ihe manner in which weRe
apparently hurried down to wvapelown without sufficient +time being ghven
to them and tneir people to consider oarefully and wita due lelsure
the pill on which they were to give their opinion in the npame of and
on tehalf of uvneir people did not sugyest that whatever tney had Lo say
would materially affect the nature and scope of the new oill, Theirs
wes apparently a mookK econsultation. i would be interested to know that
some person c¢an refute a report wilch implies that thelr collective j
opinion could not be said to have assured tnhe wvovernment tiuEt of the
aﬁprOVal of the africans vhey were sald to represent on this law.

ti ite .

The education of the africans has been fesoinatingly linteresting to
the present wovernment..Lt was one of the very firav tasks to which hhe
{rovernment appliediﬁfth vigour and thomoughness. NO sooner was Lhe
wovernment in power than it setl about surveying and planning for the
education of the africans.in foot the “-overnment show &f interesat in
this matter of national (not party poiltical) importanve was g0
immediate that we too have been arcused 0 a new and vital interest
in the interest of auropeans in the education of the africans. A casual
reading of the 1949 - 1852 ur. Eiselen keport om native pducetion will
find 1t difficult to dispell our darkest suspiclions and fears.one thing
looms Very large in the neport and it is that there is contemplated a
syatem of education for us which is based upon a previously designed
pattern of life for the Africans.rToat pattern is tiast of peoc ple who
have a destiny other than thne destiny of the other racial groups which
make up the nation of bouth africa.the neport is a high sounding
exposition of tne often repeated slogen of letting tvhe alricans
to develop upon his own lines.many peoplaﬁ§EVe oeen loud ‘'letiing the

African develop upon his own lines ' have been nonplussed to tell us
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n matters of education - education in,and , of this inter=-dependent
_Jffand inter=locked world - there are no african, voloured, indlan or
suropean lines.the only lines we know are sound educational lines which
f£it ®5M a man wherever he 1s upon the face of the earih for the
citizenship of the world.
put while the Heport suggests a preconceived destiny for us as en
independent race, it presoribes an administrative educatiomel machénery
whioh utterly denles us that independence ..t is the old bogey in an
academic robe =‘apartheid' on the one haend, and very close ocontact between
nhite and olaok.lf there can be any lines on which the africans will
be led4 {(not allowed) to develop, the meport sees Lo 1t that those limes
will be determined by suropeans - Buropean uirectors of n~ducation,
suropean inspectors, suropean dominated authorities of education.
2he lines will not be determined by an independent body of africans =
Atrioan directors of education, africen inspectors end committees.
une other aspect of this neport whioh strikes the most casual reader
is the suggested method of finanoing the education of the africans,
me have never been tardy aboutv helping the worx of educating our ciaildren,
ne have given freely of our money and in kind to help further the
education of our children.tihe suggestion that the education of the
africans should be financed from exclusively african sources of inoome
is, to my mind, not falr..t is not fair because . maintain vhat the

sducation of all citizens 1s the responsibility of the state which

expects allegience from those citisens.oecondly 4 think the suggestion
is unacceptable because it is impraciicabls.me cannot separate suropean
pources of income from those of the africans.tle are in one country and
our economic aotivities are so intertwined that we cannot draw that Xxm
I line whioch the neport seems confident oan be drawn oetween plack and
| white.We contribute very substantially to the wealth of south Africa.
Unfortunately most of it, as things are, does not come Lo us, .t goes
%0 the suropeans,
she wovernment has indicated its desire to introduce a oill to
implement all or some of the recommendatlons made in this neport.out

unless these racommendations or some of them are reveiwed and recast
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another of the unjust laws will be added to the otatute uoéi of the
vnlon of south africa.shis will disturb the peace of the soul of the
africans and 1t will plague thelr sense of self-respect,
ihe vempaign,

‘“he campelgn agaimst unjust laws is prooeeding steadily according
to plsn in the big industriel areas.+he men and women who have volunteered
are comlng forward in their tens snd hundreds. srom what . know and fam
from the daily press they are dolng nothing to provoke violence end
bloodshed.shat is the spirit in which the campeign wes oonceived..hét
is what the african natlonal vongress expes&ts of them.ne do not seek
the blood of the asuropeans. ne do not seek to plunge south aAfrica ingo
a blood bath.we have explore every conoeivable comstitutional and
democratio avenue to impress upon the mhite people of oouth africa that
many of the laws under which we live are intolersble.we have Ammm done
this over a long period of vime.«his,we hope, will stir the consclence
of the white men,.t will, . hope, make tuem reelise that indeed we are
against the laws ~ the unjust laws = which meke our iife a burden and
@ ouTse.

4n this campaign and by it we have not oome 10 the end of our stmuggle.
4t i3 one those early and preliminery exercises Dy whico we are treining
our men and women to prepare them for the more gruelling engegemgats
of the bigger struggles to come. 4 would like to Bay thet the numbers
of the volunteers and the way in whioh they have raliied to the ocall
of their nation has been very heartening to me. . wish to congratulate
them on behalf of the african oationel wvongress. 4 wish to congratulate
them also on behalf of the sfrican people.ihey are setting up a
monument at the shrine of africen naetionelism which Africa will never
forget.

i1he mothodist whurch end the africanmNational Longress

il notice that the uev.a.s.F.carrevt,head of the methodist vhurcnp
of zouth africa 1s disturbed by the won-suropean vampelgn esgainst unjust
laws organlsed by theb african liational vongress and the oouth african
indian vongress.,us is likely to allow tne yuestion of ohurch ministers

taking part in padlitical issues such as our campeign to be reised at



,;f those hatelful weeds which the Jhristian Lhureh tnroughout the
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éf centurles nas decried and tried to eradicate.ln these days when even

the vhristian vhurch k#Ex 8seems %o nave lald down its arms against the
powerful and untiring foreces of evil, this campaign has set thinking one
part of the church of vhrist in this corner of the worlid.

out when the nev.wsarrett says that'a campalign of this sort is
not their line ofr approach for tne solution of problema' , and whenhe
he cslls this campaign negative, then . dont think thet the wev, senkieman
is doing much thinking which is not negative.ihe nev, uarrett must sh
state nis line or approach.sor many years ne has xept yuiet and not
given us his line of approach.me have been far more positive than the
aev, Garrett can comprehend.We have tried every possible way to arrive
at a sojution of our problems,The African Natlonal Congress has sent
a deputation to britain; it has sent deputatlions to surope; iv nas puv
its case even vo UNU. what we nave done in oouth africa to show how
pésitive we can be shouid be well known to nev. Garrett otherwise 1
cant see now ne can keep his church outsliase pureiy politicel lssues
but meantime besmear nis hands with an uninformed critidism of the
political activities of the african sational vongress.

+f he,his wife and children were to carry passes Lo enable themé

to move from his town of residence to the oynod of Ultenhage,it he
could not of his own free will and according L0 the natural abilivy &ér
his son choose Ior nls son that skilled work for which he was natura)ly
endowed, if his house were to.. be open to police raids at any time
of the day or the night without a warrant, then he would have been so
fired with moral indignation tnat ne might even consider pecoming one of
the voiunteersin this campaign against such unjust lLaws, if the nev,
Garrett knows of a posltive way out . would be glad 0 nave it,

i am a born methodist and a staunch supporteB or the methodist
church. . am surprised to read a statement 0y & wéthodist minister
such as that made by the .ev. uarrett.ouch utterances ,. am cervain do

no good as tar as the relations Detween slack and wmhite methodists
are concerned. .71 anyﬁhing should happen in the ranks of the methodist

church 88 & result of the nfrican ministers of tnat church and the africa
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we are not fools., we Know tnat all aurcpeans wno have QRBIXLE
qualitiea vote.suropean ministers of the metiodist vhurch are no
eXoeption.so that extent they part in politics. ihey nelp to tilt tne
palance of power one way or the olner oetween those parties wnich coutend
ror power to ruie us all. »e ahve no confldenve in a church which whilst
1t recognises and fursaers human rights - ve taey politlcal - Tor ohe race
oompromisies on tne other hand, witn those toroes which deny us those

rights.

she christian ministers are a light in tne world, and lixe uné
tounder of thekr cnuroh they snould be bold to take LJe whip aua cle’mr

! vne caurch.african ministers are sowv of vhe mosat educated people

' amongst the arricans. Yhey are likely to asee more olearly and to appse-

L ciate better the conditions under which they and thelr felliow Africans
live. Like the vast majority of their congregations these ministers,
particularly the most enlightened, and therefore the most powerful in
the chureh, are members of the African Natlonal CUongress.

We are proud of them and i wish to assure vhem and to bring to them

! the congratulstions of the African Natlonal vongress.we call upon tham

f to oome forward in their ever incressing numbers and to rally to tiaal

‘ osll of their people in this oritical struggle egainst a nerrenvolk

| philosophy which would deny their people uhoae human rights which are

' basic and essential.in this wey tuney willi help to establish faith

| in the ohurch , and meke the church not the handmald of poiitical

corruption and oppression, but the guardian of truth justice esnd mercy.

4 conolusion i wish to empuasise the obvious. 'ine African natiom
vongress is the plvot of african espirations and legitimate sxpectations.

We are one nation, We live under one system of laws.Vur problems are

the same throughout the length and breadth of touth Africe, therefore

those who would balkenise us into tribal camps are eitner unrealiastic

or they bitter enemles of the Africans. We cannot afford to dissipate

our foroes and fritter away our energies by dividing our-selves into
tribal nonentities. We cannot afford parties within the framework
of the African National Uongress.fWithin vongress we have always and we
shall aelways have differences of opinion. We have always weloomed

& healthy exchange of contradlotory opinions at our gatnerings.we bLE



