Address by The Rev. John L. Dube as representing
the Native Viewpoint

It is expected of me that I shall say
something of the view concerning the eons
ditions under which we now live in this
our Homeland—as dear to us as is England
te the Englishman—and the task is one
.which I gladly take up, in the hope that it
may do gome good, I am asked to speak
on what we find irksome, Naturally, in an
nddress of this kind, I cannot hope to do
more than merely toueh on the fringe of
things.

At the outset Jlet me say I am proud of
my people, prowd of being a full-blooded
African myself. I became a convert to the
Christian faith in  early boyvhood, and
largely through the influence of my mother
was fortunate encugh to get an education
in Natal and in Ameriea, 1 have travelled
in Enrope, including Great Dritain, Hol-
land and Norway, It is with a full sense
of responsibility, then, that I say the
thinking Native has nothing but gratitude
for the benefita conferred on us by the
White man's eivilisation, and particularly
for the Word of Life, 20 diligently preached
to us by that much eriticized person, the
missionary, our benefactor,

me say, further, that T give place to
no one in my loyvalty to our British How-
ereign who, by the grace of God, is the
mightiest monarch on earth. It was an
unspeakable jor to us Natives to see the
King's heir among us a year ago, and a
great moment in my life when I was called
upon to extend publicly to the Prince of
Wales a welcome from the Natives of Na-
tal. I am a firm believer in constitutional
government, in the maintenance of peace
and order, in the furtheranee of goodwill
among men,

It haa been my lot in life—and I trust
it will be so as long as I live—to further
the cause of my people, to labour for their
enlightment and advancement, both in tem-
poral and in spiritual matters. I live to
serve them, however poor my service may
be, and however disheartening at times the
work may be,

Taking my stand there, and in that
spirit, I will apply myself, with all modey-
ation, to the task allotted to me, to speak
about what we find burdensome under the
Whita man's role, but my address wonld
fail to do our cauwse good were it not aleo
to offer gome suggestions for the improve-
ment of things; and I shall try therefore
to balance eriticism with eonstruective sug-
geations.

We quite realise that no people under the
aup are frep from grievances, not even the
White people: but T take it it is one of the
main purposes of settled civilised govern-
menta, nay, their sacred duty, to strive to

right the legitimate grievances of the peo-
ple whom they govern or vepresent, and
that it is a particular aim of an organisa-
tion such as this Conference is to do all
in its power fo promote this Christian
work, without necessarily entering into pol-
itical controversies. There is the noble ex-
ample, of brave Archbishop Stephen Lang-
ton, who helped to seeure the Great Char-
ter for the British people. Taking those,
then, to be functions of Church and State
in a land with demoeratic government, it
is altggether good and proper that we
slould openly ventilate our grievances, amd
siggest remedies, rather than  harbour
grievances in silence in cur bosoms, until
the bursting point iz reached.

Condescending Kindness

How intrieately and elosely linked wup
with the activitics of the White people in
South Afriea is the labowr of my people
needs no deseription from me. It is a com-
monplace; but what is commonplice is
apt to be overlooked. Think of all that is
done from end to end of this great coun-
try by the labour of the Native, and con-
template how far back the advancement of
the country wonld be aet woere the White
people to wake up to-morrow morning and
find a South Afriea clean and elear of the
Natives—not a single Afriean to be scen
anywhere within the borders of the Sub-
Continent—vanished! Yet how often are
we glightingly spoken of as “only Kafirs!”
{unbelievers), or “Skepsels” (creatures),
Often, though !Imppil_'n.' not alwavs, ehildren
learn from thelr infancy to look down on
us: they show ns kindnesses in a condes-
conding way, as they would to a dog or
eat or other animal—indes], some pet ani-
mals reeeive better trentment than many
a Native—vet when the children beeome
wearisome they are so often handed over
to the seli-zsnme Naotives, to look after or
eroon to sleep with a lullaby, Tt is omly
human that the impressions gained by the
child shonld influence its life more or less,
and to this i8 no doubt traceahle some
of the unfair treatment meted ont to us
in this our Homeland.

Let us for a moment econsider the lot of
the Native at work. How often does it
happen that he eannot eorrectly under-
stand what is required of him, owing to
the faulty and confusing Zulu of his em-
lover. If, to overcome this language dif-

culty, my people trv to learn English,
they are promptly either ridiculed for their
efforte or aeeuged of “putting on airs™—
 imagine Jim Fizgh trying to speak Eng-
lish,” Misunderstandings arising out of
confusing language are the cause of many

heartaches, and aleo of wany physical
aches, Often poor translation by Court n-
terpreters land many of our people into
gaols.

Imitating Europeans

The working Native is impressively told
he must take eare of hiz carnings. He sces
how well dressed are his employers in their
“Sunday best,” and even the Indians, who
are a dark-skinued people like himself, e
gives way to a natural impulse to imitate
them, and uses part of hiz well-earned
savinga to buy clothes of eolours he loves,
In these he goez owt for a walk om Sun-
day afterncon, when he is free: he s
dressed up “to kill,” and takes off his hat,
to, when occasion demands it, but he no-
tices that the White people regard him
with disfavour for this, and even his mis-
treas will protest: “0h I say, look ot
Jim!  What next?” and the children
throw stones at him. Jim tumbles down
with hiz finery from the sublime to the
ridieulous. Vet the clothes he wears have
been bought honestly and arve made by the
White people themselves, Jim ean't help
that fine clothes give him an air of “swank”
—after all, it i& not cheek, but only swank,
and swank, or vanity, exists the world
OVET,

Employers often take no account of how
their MNative servants are detained when
gsent on errands to banks and post offices
and other places, and this repeatedly re-
silts In unjust blame being attached to
servants for delay which is beyond their
econtrol. Ii there is anything a Native ser-
vant dreads more than anything else on
guch occasiong, it is to find a “full house,”
which will necessitate a  lomg  wait, or
elerks or employees, ignoring his presence,
earnestly engaged in “capping” one an-
other's yarns or jokes. ls it any wonder
that these things drive my peopla for their
own business to Indian stores? The In-
dians are keen on the business, patient,
and good-tempered with us,

The treatment of Natives on the Rail-
ways at times leaves much to be desired.
I have eecn cases of harsh treatment of
our old people and women, Thera iz the
gcandal of the “Bombella” trucks, All this
helps to drive my people to Indian buses.

I'Fmpln}'crs often take no interest in the
Native bevond what they ean get out of
him, “I don't believe in having anyihing
to do with the affairs of my Kafirs—it's a
mistake, Lot them fight out their own bat.
tles, T say.” That is their attitude. Now,
is that a right spirit? Is It not o selfish,
dog-in-the-manger attitude? Does it sguare
with ecommon-sense? Does it square with
the Dihle? Tz it realised that this self-

satigfied, easy-going shirking of responsi-
bility largely lelps to breed leita
and ruins cur girls in White people’s towns.

Lucky SBouth Africa

My people generally make good servants,
They are most devoted and loyal to good
masters, performing disagreeable tasks, do.
ing the donkey work, and even giving their
lives for their masters sometimes. Anyvone
who eares to compare the servant queation
in Afriea with the servant question in
European countriea will soon admit that
the White people here in South Africa have
much to be thankful for. Proof enough of
this is found in the fact that these who
have lived here for any length of time,
and leave our shores, have a habit of com-
ing back again, like the boomerang. Here
I wish, with all respect and earncstness,
to draw attention to the fact that in many
instances on the labour fleld my people are
shockingly accommodated, badly cared for,
and boadly paid, and 1 plead mogt earn-
estly for better conditions for them in
those respects. | These matters eall for
urgent attention,\and I submit that it is
for the Government to take immediate
action, Now and again what is happening
will peep out in the Courts and in  the
Press,

Turning to the spiritual life, T feel that
employers on the whole might do more for
my benighted people, by encouraging their
Native servants to attend divine service,
where a place of worghip is within reason-
able reach. Some employers may not care
to do even this, but is it too much to ask
of them that they at least do not hinder
their servanta from having the benefit ol
religion—often the only solace to a soul
in distresa, and certainly the best

In moral matters, no one will deny that
much harm is done to my people by the
bad example of the vieious, which, like a
poison, insinuates itself into all walks of
life, This is a painful subject, and I ask
vou to allow me merely to mention it, and
no more, for 1 know that the whole weight
of all right-thinking people ia set solidly
against viee, and ithat the Churches are
out to fight it, and will emphasizse the evil
effects of bad cxample on my people,

Fnra_ll.'. aof By=Laws

Conditiong in towns are in many ways
very trving to ws. The veritable forests
of Borongh by-laws, which are so often un-
wittingly wviolated i:y my people, lead to
much ill-usage of Natives, and anyone who
has had experience of their administration
ean surely not blame us for looking on
them as in some ways a methed of raking
in onr money—ior the fines are often heav-



ily disproportionate to the wages paid to
the Native. The Dorough Native Police are
in some cases unduly rough, and will often
handeuff their victims and march them
through town, as though they had com-
mitted some dreadfu]l crime—and so cre-
ate a bad impression of them. Why do not
the towns which have local government
carry out the provisions of the Urhan
Areas Act, where this has not already been
done, and provide suitable accommodation
for my penF]r:, g0 that they can get away
from the clutches of these by-laws after
their day's work is done? 1 plead earn-
estly for this, and I also plead earnestly
for the appointment of judicial officers
nominated by the Native Affairs Depart-
ment for the trial of by-law cases, where
the eases affecting Natives takes up most
of the time of the judicial officer,

As to the laws of the land which spe-
clally apply to Natives, I think the bur-
den of our grievamces may aptly be sum-
marised in the famous declaration, “No
taxation without representation,” to which
I would add, “And no legizlation without
representation,” using the words in regard
to legislation affecting Natives, for that is
all that concerns uws, I cannot believe that
it s penerally recognised by our Whits
friends how irksome to us are many laws
by which wa are bound. I cannot tell you,
for example, how many definitions of the
word “Native” there are in South Afriean
laws—each for the purpose of laws differ-
entially affecting us. It is something like
deseribing the eolours of the chameleon,
with the addition that if he does certain
things when he has a particular colour
then he is liable to certain penaltics,

Let me refer to two or three sides of
this matter from the practical point of
view, to show how these laws work out in
practice.

Beveral Grievanoas

We pay a scavenger tax, which has
steadily increased, for our faithful com-
panion down the ages, the dog This tax
we freely admit may be quite justified on
White people’s farms, with all their irre-
sistible temptations to dogs, but is it jus-
tified in our reservations, in the Native
locationa? Further, we have to pay for
word in our own forests in the locations.
The Government sells the timber to White
pecple, who are out for profit, whilst we
urgently peed it for domestic purposes or
that we may get the profit, but we observe
that the Government does not require these
White people to replant trees to make good
what is away, to save the best part
of our forests from being wiped out by
the White people. We cannot even move

about this ancient Homeland of ours with-
out having to buy Government documents,
called passes, The Pass Laws, after 15
Years o Union, are still the same in South
Africa as they were before Union, Indians
are not burdensd with these passes, nor
of coursa are the White people. The obvi-
ous inferemce iz that we are the most law-
less people in South  Africa, and  have
therafore to be herded in that way., Can
it purprige anyone if we look on the whole
pags system as most unjuat in the extremes
te whieh it goes, and diglike it intensely?

S0 1 might go on. The law may be an
ags: but we are human beings, with beat-
ing hearts and the atttributes of men, Wa
are a lnj;.-nl law-abiding, long-suffering
people. ls it ri ht, then, that we should
be denied all voice in matters so closely
affecting our lives and welfare in our own
Homeland, denied it by our enlightened
rulers.

The whirl of recent legislation by the
Central Government, differentinlly affecting
us, leaves us giddy and alarmed—and no
wonder, when it is remembered that our
experience of past legislation of that kind,
Colonial and Union, is not exactly pleasant,

Man-made laws may go a long way, but
they are always subject to the supreme
Divine Will of a just God—and the spirit
implanted in ws by Him, the Almighty
Ureator, will prompt us to plead unceas-
ingly with our._rulera against unjust laws,
and to press persistently for a voice in
the making of laws affecting us until we
are heard. There are among my people
men and women quite r:a%mhle of taking
part in this great work. My most earnest
plea then iz for “Ne legislation without
repregentation,” and that ineludes taxa-
tiomn,

8.A.P. Preferred to Paot

It is sad to mote how politicians play
“political football” with uws Natives. TFor
example, General Smuts whilst Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Native Affairs seemed
to follow a poliey of drift in Native affairs,
He never had time to visit the Trans-
keian Territories, and on the only oceagion
he visited Zululand in that eapaeity, in
September, 1922, he had no time for the
I*:;Ltivaa:.l He was too busy playing an-
other political game, apparently against
the Fortuguese, But however {lnmﬁfﬂ.c—
tory General Smuts' Government was, it
was a great deal befter than the present
Government, that demies ue the right to

TOEross,
In the administration of Native affairs

I also plead for the representation of the
Natives,

I make bold to say that if the two prin-
eiples of “no legislation without represen-

tation™ and “no administration without re-
egentation” had beem obgerved by the
atal Government of the day, there would
have been, in all probability, no bloodshed
at all in 1906, certainly no Bambata dis-
tarbance,

Incompatent Magistrates

I wish to emphasise further, moat earn-
estly, that the Union authorities should
make full uvze of members of thae FPublie
Berviea who show apecial aptitude for the
administration of Native affairs. How ver
much this is fdeded will appear when
mention that there are instances of magis-
trates holding office in Native areas, in
this present day and generation, who know
little or nothing of the language or cus-
toms and usages of the Natives, Here is
just one illustration of what can happen
in these cases:

Not long a Native visited a cortain
magisterial distriet, whose magistrate knaw
no Zulu. The Native had to get permis-.
sion to visit the distriet. On his way
thers he happencd to meet the magistrate,
who was out rtiding. He respectiully
grested the magistrote, announced who he
was, and stated his business. The magis-
trate acknowledged the salute, and in wly
to the speech said: “Ya, all right” Well,
the Native took that to mean that avery.
thing was all right, that the visit was
authorised and was profuse in hiz thanks.
Imagine the man's surprise and horror
later on, on being called upon to answer
for his conduct in visiting the district with-
out permission., The magistrate frankly
admitted the mecting, but declared that he
had no idea what the follow was talking
about, T venturs to pay that no commu-
nity of White people would endure such a
state of affaire—it is unthinkable, We
want magistrates who are sympathetic
with ms, 30 far as I am aware, there is
not a single official of the Native Affairs
Department who is being specially trained
to make a particular study of problems
arising out of the administration of Na-
tive affairs. Ouwr just grievances elo-
quently proclaim the great need for such
an officer, who should act under the direct
instructions of the Government, indepen-
dently of the Native Affaira Commisgion—
a father of the Natives, such ns was Bis-
lm{ﬂﬂnlenm.

t me say, with all earnestness, and
with the welfare of all the inhabitants of
South Africa at heart, that unless there is
a radical change soon in these matters,
herain lies a fertile breading ground for
hot-headed agitators amongst us Natives,
who might prove to be a bigger menace to
this country than Iz generally realised to-
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day. Let us all labour to forestall them:
that is my purpose in life, even if I have
to labour single-handed, for I hold that
the Native who is out against the White
man is an enemy to this country. I also
hold that the White man who is out against
the Native is equally an enemy to this
country. Each may do Incaleulable harm.
Wa are all of ua here to stay, and there
ia plenty of room for us, Let our motto
be, “Moderation and eco-operation”—not
“Dangerouns living and raclal animogity™
Race co-operation must be the watehword.

The time has also come when the Gov-
ernment should take the leaders of the Na-
tives into their confidence, and have at
least ome attached to each of the principal
offices of the Native Affaira Department
in South Africa, as consultative represen-
tatives of the Natives in administrative
quastions.

No one js more conscious tham T am of
the shorteomings of my people, but that is
outside the scope of my address—it is Arch-
deacon Les's subject. May T ask, though,
whather my people are altogether to hlame
for their shorteomings, and whether they
are so utterly beyond redemption as to
justify the infliction on them and the per-
petuation of what we find so irksome under
the White man's rule?

It is larly held by White people
that wapib?rimm are an inferior people,
Well, in reply to that, I can only say that
the eivilised world owes not a little to
Afriea, from the earliest recorded times up
to the present day. We have world-fampus
names in mmsie, in education, in scierdee,
in sport, and—like the rest of frail man-
kind—even in war, We have at least ome
millionaire, if I am not mistaken.

If wa have not the sympathy of most
of the White people of this country, and
if we can count perhaps on the practical
support of only a comparatively few, I do
most earnestly ]glaad for the patience of
the White people towards us, and for
greater consideration from the country’s
legislators. Let it be remembered that
their ways vary in almost Evnrﬁmreapmt
from our ways, and, finally, that ¥ have
gotten one of the finest countries in the
world from us.

It requires no mandate from the world,
no mandate evenm from the League of Na.
tions, to point out what are the duties of
the rulers of this country towards us Na-
tives. Their most sacred mandats is their
vary presence here. Let them live happily
up to it, so that we may all live as ha
pily as mortals can in this great and glori-
ous pountry of ours, :





